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OPSIONAL FORM No. 10 . \ . - ied 
Cr ee oe ere v 
UNITED STATES GC ERNMENT . a CO i 
. ee wy STR 
M emorandum | | \: 
TO : ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI Guns 13930) - DATE: 3/21/73 
, : " Sa 
\W"rrom : SAC, JACKSONVILLE (44-37) (C) 
aa “. : | 
SUBJECT: WILLIS MC CALL, — 
FORMER SHERIFF, ET AL. 
Qype LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA ,~ 
ae JESSE DANIELS-VICTIM 
CONSPIRACY AGAINST RIGHTS © 
CIVIL RIGHTS ° , 
; (00: JK) : 
a 
! z ‘ 
ReJKairtel 3/5/73. 
c "+ In lieu of additional inquiry, ‘no further investigation 


pe tee conducted and this ‘matter is being closed. 


ae 7 om REC 

rr resin 2. /3730- 

a | aye td — <n 
: — = 7 7 MAR 261973 | 
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- Bureau 
- Jacksonville 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD ~ 
JACKSONVILLE JACKSONVILLE 2-27-73 2/9/73 - 2/15/73 
TITLE OF o. REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
WILLISCMC CALL, FORMER SHERIFF, SA DENNIS G. WICKLEIN | ipgs 
ET AL; LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; CHARACTER OF CASE 
JESSE DANIELS ~ VICTIM 
nO CONSPIRACY AGAINST RIGHTS 

CIVIL RIGHTS 


REFERENCES : 


Bt 
Jacksonville report of SA DENNIS G. WICKLEIN a 
dated 2-13-73. © peng 


Miami airtel to Jacksonville dated 2-13-73. 
WFO alrtel to Jacksonville dated 2-15-73. 


~P- 
The investigative period of this report overlaps 


that of referenced report ‘due to information received from 
‘auxiliary offices after compildngcof referenced report. 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED (X] NONE ACQUIT- éneE VRE BEE Me : =~ 
~Convic. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES * 
- PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [_]vEs AJNo 
PENDING PROSECUTION 
OVER SIX MONTHS (Clryes K Jno 


SPECIAL AGENT 


IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


APPROVED 


COPIES MADE: 
-~ Bureau (44- a 
1 - USA, Jacksonville 


(Attention: JOHN L. BRIGGS) 
2 - Jacksonville. (44-37) 


Disseminafien Record of Attached Report 


Agency 


( Nh bes, lhe 
Request Recd. : + ee, tet Rl 
Date Fwd. \ Csi. wet yout 
How Fwd. 5 : BON | eS) | 7 
‘By ABS LJ = 7 a 
MAR | OIF 3 . COVER PAGE . 
i. Spit Da aati be SRS Sey os a — 


HW 43679 Docld: 32591035 Page 3 


— = = Es 
ie oe: 
‘Ce 4 
é ; \4 
FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 2 e 
oie a 
i ‘ a i 


“ UNFYED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copyto: J - USA, Jacksonville (Attention: JOHN L. BRIGGS) 


Report of: SA DENNIS G. WICKELEIN Office: JACKSONVILLE 
Date: February 27, 1973. 


Field Office File #: Lp1,~ 37 Bureau File #: dd: 3930 


Title: WILLIS MC CALL 


Characte: CONSRTRACY AGAINST RIGHTS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Synopsis: MARY ELLEN HAWKINS, interviewed Naples, Florida, admitted 
being intimate with JOHN KNOWLES; however, she denied any 
knowledge concerning the rape other than what she was told 
by KNOWLES and newspaper accounts. Bank records 
Washington, D. C. and Naples, Florida, failed to reveal 
any withdrawal during pertinent period totaling $5,000. 


aD 


DETAILS: 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is-the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributéd outside your agency. 


| . U.S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1970 O - 406-840 


nue Sawe . Aa Boh, Ge. feats Me aaa oh he eo a 2 ae 
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oe “Fo-305zREV. 11-27-70) . if és ao . 
at Ue FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. : , 


| 8/18/73 


Date of transcription 


| HAGKING, FSO Farth haan: Herth, sapien, 
nested and interviewed at box employment, the ee 
pe aily ewe, 1078 Central évenue, where ohe works as & reporter’ 


& with ENC 
ae cate with bi to the best ‘of her SEDAAOOTEOR, ps s) . at 
dour nights with pim.. 


it wae ia the letter part of 1987 thet cke yesigued 
‘her’ position in tashingten, D.C. te ave £o pt ea ———_ 
ines ae celdeeien eens » Be @ith SHOVLES in Tanpe. 

apy following 


y gtation they were separa hy ore ty 
a @ for NOBLES. She was told she coule wave aad ‘asa, 
é. delving divectig te Sapien... 


dpprosimately ene manth ate, BOLE 
iG 2% wap at ‘thie igerys ; th ~~ Leare 


 *Raples anc 
wile bac been raped — the : Big 


at he drove at 


any ‘nave hep | te Bie ebd lew ES hes that at was 
‘Upon hie arrive we hone that he earned ok the ‘rape of hie wife. 


ARY RILEY HAWRINS stated that che had no poxsonal 
keagledse abateceves —— this eatter other than what ske 
wae told aus ROSES and. paper ' aeceunte.. She said thet she — 


Interviewed on: 3/3/73 at 


yA WLAN MAYO DREW, on. /5t 


2/9/73. 


rie e Mimi 26-2056 
| 


This document ‘contains neither ‘recommendations nor conclusions of-the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it ond ifs contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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BH 44-1054 
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oe 


felt great TEOFES, blaming hergelf for what had happened 

te Mea. ENOWLES os ANGELES would have been at home but for her 
aad the rape probably would never have eceurred. Ag a. result of 
this remorse, she terminated her relationship with ENOWLES 
although he did try to renew it several tines. 


MARY ELLEN BAWKINS advised that she never has had a 
joint account sith KHOWLES. While working in Washington, D.C., 
‘ghe seimtaised an account at the National, Capitel Bank and upon 
arriving in Naples, she opened an aseeount at the Bank of Naples. 
She closed out this account six or seven months later when 
ghe moved out of the Napier area. She subsequently returned 
te Naples and hes ap account st the Bank of Naples, although 4t 
is a different account. She said that she had no objection to 
an examination ef theee accounts and mentioned that she had never 
had as account with ag much ag $5,000 in it. 


She declined to furnish a signed statenent. 
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Date of transcription 


| 2/18/73 


pees an. ‘account at ‘the Bank 
rosie a Listed 


Ce search: of. ‘the senk's records: 
im the account of 


HIGGINS coul be cond _conce 


File # 


Date dictated_-..- 


It is‘the property-of the FBI and. is loaned to your agency; . 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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. By communication dated February 15, 1973, the 
Washington Field Office advised: 


On February 12, 1973, JAMES H. THOMPSON, JR., 


Vice-President and cashier, The National Capital Bank of 


Washington, 316 Pennsylvania Avenue, Southeast, Washington, 
D. C., was interviewed regarding instand matter. THOMPSON 
advised that he would immediately initiate a search of the 
bank records and attempt to locate the records requested 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


On February 15, 1973, THOMPSON was recontacted 
and advised that because the checking account in the name 
of MARY ELLEN HIGGINS existed over fifteen years ago, the 
records regarding this account would be Located in storage 
and would take at least a week to locate. THOMPSON — 
further advised that if the checking account in question’ 
did exist, a signature card would be on file. 


~5* 
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;FOIA(b) 3 - Rule 6(e), Grand Jury ~ 


FBI 


: | 

Lo Date. {| 9/5/73 
; poo { 

| 


Transmit the following in 
(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRTEL : AIRMAIL 
WV OO cas, ee 8 i Se ae EY 
\ ; (P riority) | 
Be ain och ah fan eae a Sea a 7 
TO: ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-13930) 
FROM: SAC, JACKSNVILLE (44-37) (P) 
SUBJ: | ‘*WILLIS MC CALL; | 
Hig FORMER SHERIFF, 
iis ET AL. 


LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA | 
JESSE DANIELS-VICTIM. 
CONSPIRACY AGAINST REGHTS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

(00: JK) 


Re Bureau airtel to Jacksonville, dated 2/27/73, 


MARY HAWKINS was interviewed and interview reported 
in Jacksonville report of SA DENNIS G. WICKLEIN, dated 2/27/73. 
This information as set forth in Agent WICKLEIN's report has 
been furnished to the U. 8. Attorney at Jacksonville in 
sufficient time for_him to: utilize Federal Grand Jury dig 
at Jacksonville on 7 
ab 


acct | ae oS 730- = a / 


ih 


iz MAR 7 1973 


- Bureau 
; - Jacksonville 
FWB:ecdh 


(3) \h 


Approved: yw Sent ____ se ssCiSM Per 
: Special Agent in : € U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1971 —413-135 
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AIRTEL 


2/27/73 


7s 
To: SAC, Jacksonville, Reteane” 1 - Mr. Gardner 


From: Acting Director, ae (44-13930) ~| 6 


WILLIS MC CALL, 

FORMER SHERIFY, 

ET AL. 

LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

JESSE DANIELS ~ VICTIM 

CONSPIRACY AGAINST RIGHTS 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

OO; JK : 


ReJKrep of SA Dennis G. Wicklein, dated 2/13/73. 


Advise bE Mary Hawkins interviewed pursuant to Pepastments? 
request of 2/5/73." - 


Mr. [elt 


Mr. Baker MAILED 5 

Mr. Callahan —_ me ps poy Ne a. 

Mr. Cleveland —_ 7 FE B Pe ‘e 1973 
Ss cae oS Aa 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Gebhardt. : 

Mr. Jenkins . ea FBI : 


Mr. Marshall 
Mr. Miller, 12.8, 
Mr. Purvis 

Mr. Soyars: ——___. 
Mr. Walters —-___ 
‘Tele. Room 
Mr. Kinley 
Mr. Armstrong —_ 
Mr, Bowers —__ 
Mr. Herington ___ 
Ms. Herwig —___ 


Mr. Mintz om 17aie 
Mrs. Neenan bby iota fi 13 


in pyeuerves UNIT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION " 
. of a. | | 7 | 


Paine ~ eat 


SedenaiNG OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE ; INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD : 
JACKSONVILLE JACKSONVILLE 2/13/73 | 2/12/73 
TITLE OF CASE | : REPORT MADE BY , TYPED BY 


WILLIS MC CALL, FORMER SHERIFF, SA DENNIS G. WICKLEIN 7swe 
ET AL.; | . CHARACTER OF CASE 


Dee ees Gaal CONSPIRACY AGAINST RIGHTS 
is CIVIL RIGHTS 


REFERENCES : 


Bureau airtel to Jacksonville, 2/6/73. 
Tampa teletype to Jacksonville and WFO, 2/10/73. 


-~ Pp 
ADMINISTRATIVE: | 


peels Fane Ree ee 


All persons interviewed were advised that this investigation § 
is being conducted at the specific request of Mr. J. STANLEY POTTINGER ¥ 
Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Civil Rights Division, L284 
Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. Ss 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED FENONE 
CONVIC, 2 7 SAVINGS RECOVERIES 


CASE HAS BEEN: _ \ ‘ 
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [_]YES XN ; 


PENDING PROSECUTION 
OVER,SI (AYES XXINO 
2 by rae, 
f> 


X,MON THS 


nrenoven wwe cee 
COPIES MADE: Re 
- Bureau (44-13930) 
1 - USA, Jacksonville 
(Attn: USA JOHN L. BRIGGS) 
2 - Jacksonville (44-37) | ' 


teat 5 eu 


Notations 


Date Fwd. 


How Fwd. 


ene 
_GOVER PAGE 
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 
ro a8 me N ae 


el ae: 
> = UNrrczD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUsTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Copy to: 1 - USA, Jacksonville 
(Attn: -USA JOHN L. BRIGGS) 
Report of: SA DENNIS G, WICKLEIN Office: JACKSONVILLE 
Date: February 13, 1973 
Field Office File #: JK 44—37 Bureau File #:; 44-13930 
Title: WILLIS MC CALL, FORMER SHERITF, 
ET AL.3; LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
JESSE DANIELS - VICTIM 
Character: CONSPIRACY AGAINST RIGHTS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
Syhid pais: BOBBY A. SULLIVAN, Vice President and Cashier, 
Citizens National Bank of Leesburg, Leesburg, 
Fla., advised would require issuance of a subpoena 
Before releasing records of this bank concerning 
Cc, J. KNOWLES. Records, First National Bank, 
Leesburg, Fla., negative concerning KNOWLES. 
a ge 
DETAILS: 
This report contains the results of a limited 
investigation, 


DONALD JONES, Vice President, First National Bank, 
Leesburg, Florida, advised he could locate no record that JOE 
KNOWLES had ever maintained an account at this institution. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


U. 8, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE :1970 O ~ 406-840 
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ee 7 7s Na FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION _/ 


eee Ls | | | 2/13/73 © 


Date of transcription 


tw 


-BOBBY A, SULLIVAN. ‘Viee President and Cashiers : 
Cleizens National Bank of Leesburg». Leesburg; Florida; 
advised that C. J. KNOWLES is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the aforementioned bank. SULLIVAN advised that 
KNOWLES’ full name is CHARLES JOSEPH KNOWLES, and he is more 
commonly | known as- JOE KNOWLES. 


SULLIVAN stated that he re require the issuance 
of a subpoena before he would release the information 
contained in any of thé bank records. He stated the subpoena 
should be directed to him. . 


Interviewed on_ 2/12/73 i at Leesburg, Florida ._File # JK 437 
yy. SA DENNIS G, WICKLEIN Puig! date aietoted 2/13/73 
: : ‘ < Qt : 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FSI. It is the Broperly of the FBI and is loaned to’ your agency; 


“it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ; a 
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6-1 (Rev. & 18-71) ° . 
| ar C) O oa oy 
C7 | FBI 0 


Transmit in Via Airtel 
oe (Type in plaintext orgcode) oan henge _ —_ — oe _{ Priority) ol 
/ my . 
LN: SAC, Saeksonville  (44~37) __ Date 2/6/73— 
WILLIS MC CALL, FORMER ‘SHERIFF, 1 - Mr. Zigrossi ‘ 


ET AL,; LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
JESSE DANIELS VICTIM 
CONSPIRACY AGAINST RIGHTS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


_ \ 
z 

-§ at of edbonis 
S Enclosed are two copies of a self-explanatory Departmental letter dated 2/3/73. 
a ‘ i 
ca] . . ~ 
5 Complete the requested investigation in accordance with the provisions of Section — 27 
a ,» Manual of Instructions, and surep within vd , 
= dave SAR redeipt of this communication. 
3 
c State in the first paragraph of the details of your report that it contains the results 
ofa] limited © investigation and underscore the word [z,dimited 

* preliminary preliminary 


Advise all persons interviewed 

ot pop officials at the outset that this investigation is being conducted 
at the specific ré@ffest of the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Civil Rights Division, 
U. S. Department of Justice, referring to him by name as well as title. 


\ 


0 
' Remarks: 
ST | 
., MAILED. 23 oh 
pee , | 
, FE th. Be 3 \973 
* poteey cpm TNS i 
i “an Tyan FBR 
1 cerrscnnnt ang TR 
Ene. ( ) 
(Do not type below this line.) 
\ 
Felt 
Bates 
Bishop “4 - 
Callahan : - ; 
Campbell . A { 
Cleveland ___ : \ 
Conrad . ; q % 
Dalbey — “NAZ:bap EE NOTE PAGE TWQ... 
Jenkins i 
Marshall - 
Miller,E.S._2_ =. 
Ponder ~ 
Soy ars a 
Walters ‘a 
Tele. Room _- 
Mr. Kinley __ A ; 
Mr. Armstrong — 407 4 
Ms. Herwig —— a bee #4, 
Mrs. Neenan __ TELETYPE UNIT TC ~ ios ore 


MCOY “2 
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Cy /FOIA(b)3 - Rule 6(e), Grand Jury 


0 ike 


Airtel to SAC, JK 
RE: WILLIS MC CALL 


oO 


NOTE:  Bufiles ‘digelose victim anrested by Lake County, 


' Florida, authorities, during 1957 for rape of Mrs. Joe Knowles. 


Victim ‘Subsequently confessed to rape of Mrs. Knowles; 

however , alleges he confessed only after being threatened 

by subject. Victim @laims his’Constitutional rights were 
violated because of threats made against him and because 

of his confinement to.a Florida mental institution. Results 

of our investigation in this’ matter have been forwarded to the 
Department which as re wire additional limited inves A Gane 
hate 44~-13930 /-davt: J) Cun. PI Wiiv fora (ed if3c]St)- 


On 2/5/73, Depaytweater Attorney Frank Allen 
telephonically advised victim Daniels was recently released 
from a Florida mental hospital and that facts relating to his 
Civil Rights complaint were recently presentéd to a Grand Jury; 
however, no indictments’ were returned, Allen stated additional 
investigation is desired by the Department prior to re- 


pres r to a Grand Jury which is scheduled 
for j JK instructed to conduct additional 
investigation as requested by the Department. (It is noted 


Allen #@%%e¢ed the Statute of Limitations in this case has 
not run because victim has been confined to a mental institution 
Since his arrest during 1957). 
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Form, D* 7 
Gd. 9 2 = 
Oe 
ea UNITED STATES GOV"RNMENT * DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
M emorandum 
TO : Acting pivectes DATE: FEB 5 19/3 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FROM : J. Stanley Pottinger : | JSP:RAM:vap 
TS? fe Assistaat Attorney General DJ 144-17M-820 
4 OR, Civil Rigkté/Division | 
| SUBJECT: Willis ctatl, Former Sheriff f 
et al. - Subjects; 7 °F) a4 Ooms 
“dake gpiey. Florida _ . Vv 
Jess@*Daniels - Victim; 


HW 43679 


Conspiracy Against ‘Rights 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


A federal grand jury recently heard testimony 
in this matter and recessed without indicting anyone. 
However, certain testimony at the grand jury indicated 
that additional investigation is necessary. 


Victim Jesse Daniels was charged with the: rape 
of Blanche Knowles on December 17, 1957. Joe Knowles 
is Blanche Knowles' husband. On the night his wife wag | 
raped, Joe Knowles was in Tampa with his girlfriend, 
‘Mary Hawkins who resides now in Naples, Florida. 


Blanche Knowles has stated that the rapist told 
her he was paid $5,000 to kill her but he changed his 
mind. There were rumors that Joe Knowles put up the 
$5,000. In order to determine whether there is any 
truth to these rumors, please rs ‘c the followin 


limited investigation: } | JacT: 6 / f- #- re ee, 30) BS 


soca eee 


aan Deere eR 
t 


16 FEB 7 1973 
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rrr So a =a" A RSET SE: coast ne 
; ), Grand Jury 


YFOIA(b)3 - Rule 6(e 


O mae 


; -2- 


A. Interview Mary. Hawkins and determine her 
knowledge of the rape of’ Blanche Knowles, the charging 
of Jesse Daniels and Daniels’ subsequent incarceration 
in a state mental hospital. 


B. Examine’ ‘and copy the bank records of Joe 
Knowles and Mary Hawkins for a period of 3 months before 
and 3 months after the rape to determine if there was a 
withdrawal, or a combination of withdrawals totaling 
$55 000 or something close to $5,000. : 


Special Agent Fred Buol of your Jacksonville 
office has been in contact with the U.S. Attorney about 
this matter. The grand jury is expected to consid 
further evidence in this matter beginning 

‘so it is requested that this information be availa- 
ble by that time. 
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i % re a 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Reporting Office Office of Origin Date 7 mak ative Period 
JACKSONVILLE JACKSONVILLE 1/23/59 22/59 
TITLE OF CASE ; Pee a _ Report made by . ~ Typed By: 
@ “7 - ~TED OR. "TUCKER -ced 
SHERIFF WILLIS V. M@CALL CIEE OER: ge 2 0 ey pe ee tay ea 
Lake—County, Florida_ Z aa 
JESSEDANIELS - VICTIM CIVIL RIGHTS , “7 
rn 
a 
: @ yf 
. . (3 
 .. REFERENCES: Hepoxt of SA TED R. TUCKER, 1/6/59 at Jacksonville; 
Me report of SAH. K. RUTHERFORD , JR., 1/14/59 at Miami ¢ 
Arash & ir ® ; 
-C- ! 
{ 
Approved Special Agent - Do not write in spaces below 


JY eeeg 


Copies made: 7 Bn = a 
a> Bureau (AM) Y . Sy by B95 Lom fey 


1 - USA, Jacksonville 


1 - Jacksonville (44-37) aaa ee 
ig : = = one ol ft 
y ar : ALN ale ae) 


\ 
[HAs » “hy i) . AN Be A 


2 
lec’ AKG Civil Righis Division. AS 
‘Fort 6-04, ee DSF az ge UWE WA 
bhp | (\ NAb WY 
Tee s oa 
ahah IF u ns a L SHIA Atetory toe fost be 


Property of i - This report i is loaned “to you by the FBI, and neither it nor itss contehts@ar Fahis bé distributed outside the agency to which Joaned. 


- U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1955 O—344750 


Sn Cetin Sn ee ~ 


Sea a a ee ae 
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, 
io UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to 1 =- USA, Jacksonville 


_Reporto SA TED R, TUCKER Offices JACKSONVILLE 
Date: Jantary 23, 1959 


File Number: JK 44-37 


Title: SHERIFF WILLIS: V. MC CALL 
JESSE DANIELS - VICTIM 


Character: CIVIL RIGHTS 


ae Synopsis: AUSA, Jacksonville desires no further investigation. Of 
opinion victim's Civil Rights not violated. 


DETAILS : At Jacksonville, Florida: 


On January 22, 1959, Assistant United States Attorney 
E. COLEMAN MADSEN, Jacksonville, Florida, advised based upon 
information contained in referenced reports, he did not feel 
that additional investigation was needed regarding this matter. 
According to Mr. MADSEN, he does not feel the victim's civil 
‘rights were violated and further added he intends to immediately 
submit a written memorandum to the Civil Rights Division, 
Department of Justice, Washington, D. C., setting forth his 
views that there does not appear to be a violation of the 
victim's civil rights. 


iGs 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the FBI, and is a loan to your agency; 


it and/or its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 16—-74625-1 GPO 


Se et ee nn tats es eas eo oer ar SS 
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re at ee I ie oa a ae toe \ 
a oa be. es caer 
FEDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION | 
thine oe x Office of Origin Date. -. Investigative Period : \ 
\ JACKSONVILLE JACKSONVILLE 1/6/59 |..12/26/58: 1/5/59 ee 
. TITLEOFCASE .._. : . “Réport made by Typed By: © 
TED R. TUCKER nme 
CHANGE CHARACTER OF CASE : 
aiseias Pints V. “McCALL, Lake 
ity, Florida ‘ 
ZYDANIELS - VICTIM . CIVIL RIGHTS a 
& aX 
WSOPRLEC . tt 42 ie a 
The title of this 5 Feportyss_ marked "Changed 4 ee 1g 
XAMCCALL he title. WaS) bLv-/ 


- refléct the namie Sheriff WILLE 
ff formérly carried as‘"UNSUBS"; however, in Siea of the fact 
the complainants ‘Mr. and Mrs.” CHARLES “DANIELS, victim's La 
parents, feel the victim was forced or, threatened into 
amen) Signing a confession by the Lake County Sheriff, Sheriff 
|| McCALL is being carried as the subject of this -case. 


o REFERENCE 


ee Bureait airtel dated 12/22/88: pes 
( Bureau teletype dated 1/2/59 ow] 


: - «=P - 
( ENCLOSURES: .TO MIAMI . 


i ~ Ewo° (2) ‘copies ofa letter dated November" 17, “1958. 
j and November 25; 1958, addressed to Mr. QUIN TAMM and director Z 
EDGAR HOOVER. respectively. from Mr. and Mrs. CHARLES DANIELS 
| @éneret Delivery, Yalaka, Florida, with, Six (6) Photostat co ies 
' of a series of newspaper “articles concerning tlie JESSE DANIELS © 
\ -case which a RIS THEEs in the "Daytona Beach News- Journal" written 


it by MABEL NORRIS REES 
Approved : ; weet " Special Reeat _ Do not write in ‘Spaces below we. 
Copies made? ¥ on : ; | _ / & v 
I @- Bureau: Hs w725 TOO. eS 
1 - USA, "Jacksonville Encls.8 Se, 

:2 - Miami (Encls. 8) — $28) 


'2 - Jacksonville (44- ate - WAN “8 1959 Ww 


: of de, 4) 


a watt 

eas OR eee 

Ei tcoe eM me Mh gL es Ls Oe” 
7 L-8SF =) - £. paste | 


angry nibs risis oy you by the FBI, and neither it nor its’ contents are to be’ distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 3 
WU. S. GOVERNMENT-PRINTING OFFICE: 1953..0—S44750 ~ A 2 = fF > » 
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LEADS 
MIAMI DIVISION 
AT TAMPA, FLORIDA _ Me taste: 

Wild Locate’ Bol yeFaph oper ator BILL ‘DONALDSON™ 
throu nh the Hillsborough County” Sheriff’s Office and. inter- 
view him relative to this LINC SRT Eat Ieny 
JACKSONVILLE DIVISION oe | é 


AT JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 


a 


7 Will, “after reports. have heen peteived in this’ 
case, discuss with the USA as to the merits of this case, 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


I. Se ee es MT CHARLES DANIELS, victimt s father; was present 
in the room during’ the” “tine ‘shat Tis: ‘wife, ‘Mrs “PEARL H. 4 

DANIELS furnished” a’ “signed” statenent: “After Mrs. DANIELS 
read her statement it was then read aloud to both Mr. and 
Mrs. DANIELS by’SA TED R. TUCKER after which Mr. DANIELS; 
who advised he could neither yead hor write, commented” ‘at 
that time” that his wife's Statement was true and correct 
to the best of his knowledge. 


me NO ast 
COVER PAGE 
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Soe 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


35h. ° ‘ jb ¢ 
*Fip-204 (Rev. 9-23-58) & a 


Copy to: 


Report of SA TED R. TUCKER - nme ‘Office: JACKSONVILLE 
Date: ] /6/59 ; ; . : 


File Number: x 44-37 


Til: Sheriff WILLIS V. McCALL 
JESSE DANIELS - VICTIM 


Cc 


Character: - CIVIL RIGHTS a 


Synopsis: The title, formerly carried as "UNSUBS; JAMES DANIELS - 
a VICTIM", is now carried as Sheriff WILLIS V. McCALL inasmuch 

as he has been identified as the subject. Mrs. PEARL H. © 
DANIELS, Okahumpka, Florida, victim's mother, in Signed state- 
ment advised she solicited the aid of the FBI to conduct 
necessary investigation to prove hér son's civil rights had 
been violated. Mrs. DANIELS states MABEL NORRIS REESE, Associ- | 
ate Editor, Mount Dora; Florida, "Topic" and writer for the 
"Daytona Beach News-Journal", has.recently written a series 
of articles concerning the unjust treatment the victim has 
received at the hatids of the Lake County Sheriff's Office. 
Victim in interview at the Florida State Hosp ital, Chatta- 
hoochee, Florida, denies rape charge lodged against him by 
Lake County Sheriff 's- Office but admits hé° has performed” ~ 
unnatural Sex acts upon himself in the past. Victim advised ~ 
Lake County Sheriff WILLIS V. MceCALL threatened to kill him 
if he did not sign’confession admitting the rape of Mrs. 
KNOWLES, Okahumpka, Florida, Physical description of victim 
set forth. Records of the Lake County Sheriff's Office, Lake 
County Circuit Cotrt, Fifth Judicial District, Tavares, Florida, 
and Florida State Hospital, Chattahoochee, Florida, reflect 
victim in signed confession admitted rape of Mrs. BLANCH KNOWLES 
and outlined events and details of said rape. A letter written. 
by Doctors J. B. O*CONNOR and C. HY CRONICK, Psychiatrists, | 
Florida State Hospital, appearing in the’ Circuit Court files | 
and the records of the Florida State Hospital ‘describe victim 
as being tientally deficient to such a dégreée he is picepaure 
of managing his own affairs. Letter points out it is the _ 
opinion of the psychiatrists victim cannot be trusted to look 


fter himself and his affairs without undue risks to himself 
cc: AAG Civil R 


tions nor-conclusions*of any kind. It is the property of the FBI, and is a foan fo your agency; . 


Form 6-94 =e PES es 
This document contains neither recowmendétio S2- Ane 


it and/or its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 18—74626-1 GPO 
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ENCLOSURES: TO UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, JACKSONVILLE 


vm = "= Ng (2) copies of a letter dated November 17, 1958, — 
and November 25;.1958,° addressed ‘to Mr; QUIN TANM and Director — 
J. EDGAR: HOOVER, “respectively, from Mr. atid Mrs. CHARLES DANIELS, 
General Délivery, Yalaka, Florida, with six (6) Photostat copies 
of a series of newspaper ‘articles concerning the JESSE DANIELS 
case which appeared in the "Daytona Beach News-Journal" written 
by MABEL NORRIS REESE. ae , 


DETAILS: AT JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA __ 


er -- This investigation is predicated upon the receipt 
of Bureau’ communication dated December 22, 1958, with attached 
letter dated Decembér 17,1958, from W.° WILSON WHITE, Assistant 
Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice, 
to the Director requesting that ‘a preliminary investigation of 
the circumstances surrounding the arrest, detention in jail, 
confession and commitment to the State Mental Hospital of victim 
| JESSE DANIELS. Ps a 


ars 7 _ $s 
: euserersiett SRS 
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AT_TAVARES FLORIDA 


i. Sheriff WILLIS V. McCALL, exe eines: Tavares, 
Florida, was advised by SAS. TED R. "TUCKER and ROBERT H. 
ANDERSON, IR. ,; on December 29;°1958, that an investigation 
in this matter was being conducted. 


AT OKAHUMPKA, FLORIDA 


¢ 
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sti AND ARO FORM No. 64 + e awe 


Office “Memotondeem.: * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


70} SaC, JACKSONVILLE (44-37) ere. ame 1/6/89 
ras a -Date Dictated:. 1/5/59 


“FROM : SA TED R. — | 


SUBJECT: “Sheriff WILLIS y. “MeCALL, 
7 Lake County; Florida 
- JESSE DANIELS - ‘VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS . 


On eveuber® 31, 1988, Mrs. PEARL: He ‘DANIELS, victim! Ss 
‘mother , Okahumpka, Florida, was interviewed by SAs TED R. TUCKER 
cand ROBERT BH. ANDERSON ; JR. at her residence at which’ ‘time She- 
furnished the Following signed statement: | 


 "Okahimipka, Florida : 
December ‘31, 1958 


- “7 “Mars: | PEARL Hy “DANIELS, “do héreby furnish 
the following signed statement to TED R. TUCKER 
and ROBERT Ke ANDERSON, JR, whe have identified 
themselves to me to be “Special” Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, No. ‘force’ thréats or- promises 
were used*to indtice: me to- inake this statement, and I 
do ‘so voluntarily. I further realize this statement 
can be used in a court of law. 


n “Dur ing the’ morning: of Desenbér’ 18, 1957, 

ny husband and son, JESSE, ‘noticed several Lake Bunty 
Sheriff's: Deper tment ‘Cars. cruising the general country- 
sidey | instructed my son JESSE to go to the Post 
Office, for the’ mail, “and to Likewise attempt to learn. | 
why so many official cars were in the community. My. 
‘son shortly returned home and informed us ‘that ne had 


the ‘previous night. 


Lr few days later pep. sheriff's JAMES YATES ead 
LEROY: CAMPBELL came to our residence and asked JESSE 
to : ‘accompany: “them ‘to the Lake Co. Sheriffs' Office, 

* Tavares, Fla., for questioning. After several days 

' -we'were advised by Sheriff WILLIS V. ‘McCALL that our 
son JESSE had conféssed’ to the rape and had given them 
a signed confession, eettine forth the details of the — 
rape. 


gn “spur ing the time ean our son was’ ane iied: in 
the Lake County Jail, Sheriff McCALL denied my husband 


TRT :nme 
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pie permission to visit and talk with our son 
except for four brief times, and only then after 
we had to promise that we would not discuss the 


case with aim. 


"In February, 1958, our son was sent to the 
Florida State Hospital, Chattahoochee, Fla., for 


observation. 


JESSE was subsequently returned to 


the Lake Co. Jail. ‘Soon thereafter a hearing was held 


at which time 


As P. (SAM) BUI 


re ae de aoe attorney Mr. 
, Ocala, Fla., requested that my son 


‘not stand trial for rape, but instead be committed 
to the Florida State Hospital as being mentally in- 
competent. Mr. BUIE based his request upon infor- 
mation contained in a letter or report from the 
psychiatrists who observed the boy our son, at 


Chattahoochee. 


JESSE was finally sent to Chattahoochee, 


where he remains to date. 


"We have 


in the interim attempted to obtain legal 


advice and help in order to get our son out of the — 


State Hospital 
onky person wh 


and cleared of this rape charge. The 
o has actually aided us materially is 


Mrs. MABEL NORRIS REESE; editor and co-owner of the 
Mt, Dora, Fla. ‘Topic’: newspaper and also writer for 
the "Daytona Beach, Fla. News-Journal'. Mrs. REESE 
jias kept in close personal contact with us and has 
recently written a series of articles which were’ 
published in the ‘Daytona Beach News-Journal* approxi- 
mately two-months ago concerning the unjust treatment 
my son has, and is receiving. : 


"Qn one occasion Mrs. REESE informed that she 
had been contacted by the F.B.I. at her office in ~ 


Daytona Beach, 


and did not ge 
REESE told us, 


“put that she was not in at the time, — 
t to talk with the Agent calling. Mrs. 
however, the Agent calling told one of 


Mrs. REESE's co-employees. that he was interested in 
the JESSE DANIELS case _and wanted to get in on the 


investigation. 


With this information supplied by 


Mrs. REESE along with a clipping she sent me concenning 


a speech made 


in Miami by Agent QUINN TAMM tothe 


International Association of Chiefs of Police, in — 
which Mr. TAMM pointed out the fact for truthfulness 
on the part of the police officer and the Press, 
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prompted me to personally write Mr. TAMM at Miami 
to solicit his aid in this matter. 


' “Both my husband and I are aware of the gamble 
involved, if my son is declared mentally competent 
and able to stand trial for the.rape charge. We 
know that our son, on the night of therape was’ in 
our residence, and never left the ‘house on that — 
particular night. My son sleeps in the same room 
with’ my husband, who is a very light sleeper, and 
it would have been impossible for my son to leave — 
the bedroom without my husband being awakened. 


_. "We are. aware of the fact that JESSE is some-_ 
what retarded, but we are also positive he is ca able 
of determining right from wrong. My. son,. to my ow- 
ledge, has never shown any great interest in g rls, 
nor have I ever noticed him réading or looking at 
any so'called cheap or pornographic literature. 


-- “Due to the aforementioned facts, we are confi- 
dent our son’is innocent of this rape charge, ana 
that: his mental condition is not severe enough to ~ 
warrant his confinement inthe Florida State Hospital, 
We have also sécured’a petition with approximately 
three hundred, signatures of Local residents at es 
individuals who have known our ‘son and who also ~ 
believe him to be completely trustworthy, and not 
guilty of the crime with which he is charged. 


"rt would aso like to point out that my son | 
told me and Mrs. REESE that JOE KNOWLES, husband 
of the rape victim, struck at him while he was i 
confined in the Lake Co. Jail. My son also told | 
me that just prior to his signing the confession, = 4 
Sher: MeCALL shot a pistol: aimed at his feet, which 
probably vaso Blaiey eign Mec could not ‘see’a_ 


olé-in the floor where Sher. McCALL had aimed the 
pistol, For the reasons stated in this statement, 
Tam convinced my son's Civil Rights have béen violated, 
and that he was forced or threatened into signing the 
confession. ; 


a ae 
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"7 have read the above statement consistin 
of seven Pino and find it true and correct to the 
best of my owlédge. I have initialed each cor- 
rection. 


"/s/ PEARL H. DANIELS 


‘Witnessed By: 
. "TED R. ‘TUCKER, Special Agent, F Buley Jacksonville, ‘Florida, 
12/31/58 
"ROBERT H: ANDERSON , Res special Agent, FBI, Jacksonville, 
, Flas 12/31/58." " 
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PDSSOR (REY E2087 ~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT’7N 
at INTERVIEW REPORT 


“bate __ 1/6/59 


Saray aay 


On pevenber 31, 1958; . CHARLES DANIELS, Snake 
Florida, victim's. father, saviged” that. on the morning of 
December 18, 1957, he and his family noticed several Lake 
County Sheriff's | SRGELS th ears cruising the immediate area. 
According to Mr. DANIELS they later’ learned from their son 
JESSE that a white woman had been raped on the precedin 
night by a Negro. Mr. DANIELS advised that his son JESSE was 
later questioned “by Sheri this rape and finally he and his 
wife were advised by Sheriff WILLIS McCALL that TESSE had con- 
fessed to the crime. 


im Mr. ‘DANIELS stated’ he fecls | an Aanguative has eer 
done to his son because he stated he is absolutely positive 
that his son never left their home on the night of the rape, 
Mr. DANIELS commented that he and JESSE share the same bedroom 
and that he is a very light sleeper and would haye awakened had 
JESSE attempted to leave the house. 


Mr. DANIELS advised that most of the’ é“people woot: 
Okahumpka are of the opinion that JESSE is innocent of this 
- charge. He advised that he has heard many rumors throughout 
Okahumpka indicating that on the night Mrs. KNOWLES was 
allegedly raped she had been seen. oe at the Moose Club. 
in Leesburg, ‘Florida, with two men. 


‘Mr. DANIELS further’ advised ee after the victin 
was. admitted to the Florida State Hospital at Chattahoochee, 
Florida, JESSE told him that he did not commit the crime but: 
that Sherift McCALL had threatened him and he was afraid they 
would hurt him if he did not admit to this. 


Mr. DANIELS stated that MABEL’ NORRIS REESE, ‘reporter 
for the "Da, tona Beach ‘News-Journal"., has- tried to. help then 
by giving their: son's case itch publicity, ~ He’ advised that 
Mrs. REESE has been attempting to keep t is case in the lime- 
light and told them on one occasion that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation had eres to contact her in order to aid in the 
investigation. 


Mr. DANIELS. pasiher” ‘advised ae the: Florida Gavernsr! ‘Ss 
Office did send thrée investigators: to check on the case; however, 
they did not remain in Lake County for any Tength of time and 


b - they have heard nothing further from then. . 
Interview with __Mr. CHARLES DANIELS File ¥ 44-37 
on 12/31/58 __ at _Okehumpka, Florida Date diviatea 1/5/59 


by Special Agent. TED R. TUCKER. ‘and ROBERT I. ANDERSON, "JR /nme 


Property of FBI - This report is loaned to you By the FBI, aad neither it nor its contents are to be distributed oiibelde the 
agency to which loaned. 
a. 
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cos Mr. _ DANIELS advised he fecls: harhis son was forced 
into signing the conféssion: in which he. admitted the KNOWLES‘ 
rape“andhe further feels his son's mental condition is not 
sufficient to warrant his confinement at the. Florida. State 
Hospital: : Aig bbl a a 


In n closing ts Mr. “DANIELS: advised: he has had 1 no: ‘formal: 
education and that he can neither read rior write. He stated 
for this reason he. would: decline: ‘to furnish, a. signed statement. 
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: Sof ae ; LA g 3 
Offer Memorandum * UNITED STATES. GOVERNMENT 


TO 
ae Si TED R. TUCKER 


BUBIECE: Sheriff WILLIS. Ve MCCALL, che 


Sac, JACKSONVILLE (44-37 a DATE: i /éVs9: 7 
Date Dictated: ae 


Lake County, | Florida’ 
JESSE DANIELS - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS | 


On Tacuary 4, 1959, victim JESSE \ was intervidwed 
by SAs TED R. TUCKER and GERALD D. MOHR at the Florida State 
Hospital, Chattahoochee, Floridas /_ Bs 


Victim advised that he was born eeseoues 25, 1938, 
and has been confined to the Florida State Hospital for over 
a year. The victim” stated he feels he is being kept at the — 
hospital unjustly as a result of a confession he signed admitting 
the rape of Mrs. KNOWLES of Okahum bag Wk Florida. accordin to the 
victim, on the night. of this rape he was in his parents’ home and 
he advised he never left the residence... He advised, however, he 
has on occasion arisen at ni ht without. the knowl edge of his’ 
parents and has. gone out-of ~ oors or to the bathroom. 


The victim commented that when. he was picked « up by thé 


Bake County authorities he was taken to..the Lake Coun ty Jail at 
Tavares, Florida, where he was questioned by Sheriff W LLIS V. 


 McCALL and other Deputy Sheriffs. The victim stated that Sheriff 


McCALL or any of the deputies never struck him; however Betas 
told him that if he’did not admit to the rape of Mrs. 
he would. kill hit ictim further advise “that McCALL on one 
occasion drew hi tol’ from: Ve d‘fired ‘at his feet 
while the victim wa s standing i is: cell: “According to the” 
victim, he was fearful of his life ‘so he consented to Sign the 
confession. 


“The: wietim’ advised ee for a Long are he: has had 
many sex urges and usually relieves this: urge by masturbation. 
Victim stated he usually masturbated about’ once a month; how- 
ever, he is of the opinion that four days* comprises a@ month. 

The victim advised that his. mother has ‘Caught hin masturbating 

on several occasions.in the past ‘and on each occasion his mother 
would curse him, beat: him and ‘threaten to make him and his father 
leave the home if he did not refrain from this habit. : 


> The vietim also remarked that a’ “young girl named| 
(phonetic) had on’ several occasions in the past attempted. 


: to entice him into. engaging into a sex. act. He stated he refused | 


TRI nme , 
- 10 - 
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to commit the act with[__| ashe was fearful of her parents 
and the law, He advised, however, about a week from the _ 
KNOWLES rape he did obtain some contraceptives from a machine 
located in ‘the men's washroom in a Gulf Station in Leesburg, 
Florida, with the thought in mind of engaging in a sex ac 

with . He advised that he had on peas ion roughed | 
breasts and that |_ had touched his lower extremities. 


’. The victim advised that after obtaining thése contra- ; 
ceptives he decided to see how they worked and was in the 7 
process of masturbating when his mother caught him. The victim 
stated his mother again cursed him using’ violent profane language 
and again told him to. leave’ the House. “According to the victim, 
he told his mother.on this occasion that he was going’ to have — ie 
a.woman that night. The victim stated he believes this argument 


took place on the day of the KNOWLES rape.: 


; ..° The victim remarked he remembers watching. television 
on the night Mrs. KNOWLES was raped until about 11:15°p.m. 

He advised he then went to his bedroom in order to retire for 
the night. He stated he remembers looking out the window toward 
the KNOWLES home and saw a‘light in the upstairs part of the 
house.’ According to the victim, he went to bed and did not 
leave the residence. 0 ee oe 


- ‘The victim stated that-he has masturbated’ a few times 


since he has comé to the hospital; however, he has decided to 
guit this practice completely. ee ee rr ee 


-  - -‘ The’ victim went ‘on to say that his mother has run 
around with men for many years. He stated that one PRESTON | 
WOODS of Yolusia County and a Mr. EUNDY (phonetic), Leesburg 
Florida, has in the past been frequent associates of his mother. 
The’ victim remarked’ that he has seen these’ men kiss’ his mother 
and: fondle her. “According to the’.victim, he has heard his 
father ask his mother to stop seeing other men whereupon his 


mother would cursé at his’ father and tell him she was not 
going to stop having a good time, a 1a ba 


' The victim concluded by stating that he knows he 
is innocent of the re Mrs. REESE visited ‘ 
him at the hospital along with his parents on one occasion 
and told him that a Negro naned ODOM had committed this rape 
and that he was being held at the hospital unjustly. Victim 
went on to say that nobody. at the Lake County Jail éver beat 


ee, ae 
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him; however, Mr. JOE KNOWLES, husband of the rape victim, 


did attempt to strike him with a rubber hose or a piece of 
pipe on one occasion while he was confined there. 


: _. The. following is a physical description of the © 
victim as obtained from personal observation and intérrogation: 


Spa JESSE DANIELS 
Race White | | | 
ace Male : 


Sex: 70 | 
Date of Birth: 


September 25, 1938, Leesburg, 


Florida 
Ages 20° 
Height: 5tjo" 

Weight: 132 pounds | 
Hair : Black ~~" / 


Eyes: 
Complexion: _ 


Darn Brown 
Ruddy = 


Build: Sténder, sallow, frail 
Marital Status:’ Single" : 


Education: — 
Military Service: 
Sears and Marks: 
Relatives: 
“Mother : 


Sixth Grade 
None ~~ .° 7 


Large surgical scar right leg 
Mrs. PEARL H. DANIELS © 


Father: Mr. CHARLES DANIELS. 
wi ROS 
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"FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT'ON 
. INTERVIEW REPORT 


a 
f 


On January. 4, 1959, Mrs, MARGARET REID, 


Secretary to the Clinical Director, Florida State 
Hospital, Chattahoochee, Florida, made available 

_ Victim's ‘clinical file to Special Agents TED R, 
TUCKER and GERALD D. MOHR. The file reflects the 


Victin 


was ordered by the Circuit Court, Lake County, 


Florida, to be admitted to the Florida State Hospital 
‘for observation on February 4, 1958.. On March 13, 
1958, Victim was returned to the Circuit Court, 
Fifth Judicial District, Lake County, Florida, and 


on March 14, 1958, the Circuit Court ordered the 


Victim 


committed to the Florida State Hospital 


where he was received and admitted on March 17, 1958. 


This file also contains a signed statement 


given on December 27, 1957 by the Victim to JAMES 
Le YATES and LEROY CAMPBELL, Lake County Deputy Sheriffs, 
Se hae the rape of Mrs, KNOWLES at Okahumpka, — 

2 or: da. “s . : 


report 


The file reflects the most recent progress: 
regarding the Victim is dated March 25, 1958, 


and indieates that the Victim's behavior is no different 
thai at the time of his original adnission. 


In closing, Mrs. REID advised that Dr. ~ 


O'CONNOR, the Victim's attending psychiatrist, was 


not at 


Interview with 


by Special Agent, 


Property of FBI - This re 


agency to which loaned. 


nae syst € Se Ag i be Beg aid patos Be oe 


‘the hospital and was not available for interview. 


File VR a if a: 
Date dictated —4+/3/¢9——— 


port is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the 


Vie 
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FD-302 (Rev. 12-20-57} ~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA* ON 


— INTERVIEW REPORT 


e*);\ Janiary 4 1959, Mer. J. B. LOCKLIN, 
Assistant: Supervisor, White Maie Department, Florida 
State Hospital, Chattahoochee, Florida, advised the 
Victim has been under his ward supervision since 
coming to the hospital. LOCKLIN commented the 
Victim is’ known, around - the ward as a liar and a 

"sexual deviate" and a close associate of other known 
séxual perverts and deviates. in both Wards 1 and 2. 
According to LOCKLIN, who reviewed the Victim's — 
Ward Record, the Victim, on December 29, 1958, was 
transferred from Ward 2 to Ward’ 1 on a perversion — 
charge as a result of his participation in unnatural 
sexual acts with: other male patients. 


“Mis.” LOCKLIN advised the Victim issunder 
élosé supervision and his progress is carefully — 
noted.. LOCKLIN advised he is riot a medical doctor — 
and could not tread into the medical field, however, 
his: personal” observation of the” Victim def initely 


‘shows no improvement in the Victim's behavior, and 


he feels for the a rotection of the Victim and society, 
he should most definitely be confined to a mental 
institution where ‘he = ean be closely supervised. 


Interview with eB ths File # —H-44-37 


on __4 Lyfe 6. at 


Date dictated t/e/so 


by Special Agent + 


Property of FBI - This report § is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the 
agency to which loaned. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 12-20-57) - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT “AN 
SS INTERVIEW REPORT 


: Date January 5, 1959 


On: Decenber: 30, 19885. lie. ‘FRANK ER. OWENS, 
Clerk, Circuit: Court; Lake. Couty, ‘Florida, Court 
House, made available ease file number: 2,184. regarding 
State: of Florida.vs JESSE DANIELS, This: "file refiects x 
the Grand Jury returned a trie. bill ‘of indictment —. ee 
régarding Victim ‘on: charge. of rape on: January: 9, 1958. - 
On January 17,°1958, the parents. of the victim were 
ordered to appear on January 20; : 1958 for the purpose 
of “advising the Court whether or not’ 4t as to be. 
necessary for the Court’ to appoint: counsel. ‘The. - 
file indicates on. January: 24, °2958,. Mr. As Pe BUIE,: 
Ocala, Florida, was appointed: counsel to. represent — 
the Victim. On January 31, 1958, Victim was ordered 
to be transported to the Florida State ge heuer, 
enero Florida, for observation. : oa 


By ‘Letter’. dated February’ 105 1958, fron. the 
Clerk” ‘of: the Circuit Court. to Director ny “?, BENBOW, 
Clinical: Director, Florida State’ Hospital, | ‘requested — 
the Hospital ‘to determine: the Vietin's mental condition. 
The file: contained the following etter’ dated February 
27,1958, addressed to Honorable. T;-G. FUTCH, Circuit 
Judges Fifth Judicial District, Lake County,” *Pavares , 
ear: from €. H, CRONICK, “3D Psychiatrist, and 
J. B. O'CONNOR, MD; Poychiatrist. 


"FLORIDA STATE HOSPITAL 
"Chattahoochee 


"February 27, 1958. . 
Re: Mr. Jesse Daniels, A+27378. 
"Hon. T. G. Futch, Circuit Judge, 
Circuit. Court, 
Fifth Judicial District, 
Lake’ County, 
Tavares , Florida 


"Dear Judge Futch 


Interview with FRAN : E, TE : File # JK 


Property of FBI - This report is loaned to you by. the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the 
agency to which loaned. 
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"The following is_a report on Jesse Daniels, 
white male, aged 19 years, who was. ordered to 
.,. the Florida State Hospital by. your, Court.on 
.. January 31, 1958, for. observation of his mental 
. -gondition. ‘There is information. to’ the effect 
| othat Jesse Daniels had been charged with RAPE 
--oecuring on December 17, 1957 in Lake County, 
‘Florida. He arrived at the Florida State Hospital 
of February 4, 1958 and he has been here continuously 
- sirtee that date. 000 


_ “Engg” 10° years of age, white male, Stated that 
he was born in Leesburg, Fiorida September 25, 
‘1938, but that for the past few years he had 

‘been living with his parents at. Okahumpka, 


: 4 2 3 


Florida, which he describes. as being five 


miles 
south of Leesburg, From his deseription, it = 
would seen that his family moved about the county 
Almost cach year, and he gave as the reason for 
so.frequent moves that whereverr the family was 
_. staying the owner would eventually want to rent. 
the house to someone elsé. He said that he lived 
. with his: father and mother and describes his: father 
as being about 69 years of age, and in rather . 
poor health, resulting from what the patient — 
believes to be a heart condition and Arthritis. 
Hé further said that his father is unable to do 
any work, He describes’ his mother as being 43 
years of age, and says. she also has had heart 
trouble, and some other physical complaints. 
; The patient claims to be an only child, though 
he ad&, as an afterthought, he had been told by 
his’ mother "that he is the only one after seven 
triais". It is difficult te determine whether 
‘or not his ‘mother had six miscarriages, or whether 
he had some brothers and sisters who might have 
died in @arly infaney.' He, himself, has no ~ 
récollection of any brothers or sisters, The 


patient said that hé ‘only reached the fifth grade 

in school’ and had to repeat nearly every grade 

at least two'times. He claims to have started 

school at the age of 7 and finally stopped at — 

the agé 6f°16. His explanation as to why he quit 

school in the fifth grade‘was that he had heart 

trouble and. Rheuriatism, but one rather’ supposes — 

that the reason he quit was his inability to make — 

any progress:in school. When questioned concerning 
_ previous, illnesses, he mentioned having had Chicken- 


(@ 
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/ next evening, a‘ Deputy name 


"Pox and Measles in childhodd, and said at the 


age of § he. slipped in the bathroom and fractured 
_-his right leg. “He. was questioned closely as - 
to whether he had had my. convulsions, fits, or | 
any blackout spelis, and he denied having : 


experienced stich, niy stating that when a 
very young child he became frightened when a. 
train went by and he fainted on that occasion. 


_ When asked te describe his work-record, he 
 gaid that sinée the age of 16, when he quit 


school, he had been trying to gét various jobs 
in citrus groves and that he aiso occasionally 


helped plant watermelons. We said that this 
_ work consisted in putting out fertilizer and 


Setting out trees and watermelon plants. He was 
unable to give any chronological ‘account of his. 


- work-record, and only stated that: he worked one 


whole week at 85 cetits an hour, and only two or 
three weeks in all within the past year. “He. 


was unable to state how much he was paid weekly. 


"Phe patient was asked to describe his’ knowledge 
of the events leading up. to his. being placed in 
jail, and gave a very. inadequate account of the 


| situation. Me claims that his first tmowlédge = 


of something being wrong in the community was that 
on the night of December 17, although he, hinself, 
does’ fot remember the exact date, he was awakened 


_ by noises such as automobiles going up and down 


the highway, dogs parking, and also noticed 
flashing lights. At the.country store, the next - 
morning, he was told that there had been a rape — 


in the community. He, first, said. that it. could 


‘fot have ‘been him, because he had spent the night 


at home with his parents, and had not left. the 
house that night. He did say, though, that. the 
a d "Yates" came to his 
house looking for him but he was not at home at 
the time, since he was out "pole-cat" Kunting. — 
The Deputy, however, returned later that evening, 
and, at that time, the patient was at home, and 
he took the patient down. to the County Seat for 
questioning. From the information furnished the 
writers, consisting of a photostatic copy of the 


statement made by the patient just after his arrest, 
it would appear that he gave a quite descriptive 


account of his behavior that night which would 


ees, 
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"indicate ‘that he had. performed the act’ with 


which he. is charged; . During theearly part of: 
his stay in this: Hospital, however , thenpatient 


.: denied having had: anything ‘whatever -to.‘do with — 

. the act and he would give very: circumstantial 

-- and often irrelevant. rationalizations | as to hy’ 
anyone would ‘think. he: Was’ connected with it. He 


¢alls. "rds Nowis ,” and did. adinit having gone 

.. to her-house on one previous: occasion for the’ 

_ purpose of getting some oranges from. her: which 
he says she ‘kindly gave him, Ue is, However, — 


able to. adequately describe her physical 


appearance and manner. : He also “knew-her- htisband, 


and knew that the family had two young ‘boys. _ 


', Ia an effort: to show: that he. did have no 


connection whatever with. any rape casé, he ‘stressed 
the fact that: he had never had any sexual rélations 
with any girl, ‘and that only oécasionally would’ — 
he ever éven: take: a girl to the movies in erhelal 


“His description of how he would meet a girl dine 


Leesburg and take her to the moviés was quite» ms 
child-like, He aise nientioned that he ‘slept | 
with a "teddy-bear" and had been doing so since: 
childhood, and that he saw. nothing areng: with 
continuing: ‘to do sO. : 


"It is evident fron various ‘sources that this ; 

patient ‘has been recognized in. the ‘community as 
being mentally deficient for years. We have | 

seen a report fron an Orlande Psychologist that 

he examined the patient in 1954 arid then found” 

his I1,Q-to be only 46, There is information’ also 
fron ‘the. District Counselor for Vocational . 
Rehabilitation at Orlando. who Suggested to. ‘the: bee 
T1984 he be placed in the Sunland Training Center 
n 1954; ° and. that he was’ not employable. | 


"Since being. in ‘this Hospital,. ‘this: patient ‘has: 


been under constant observation. inthe Receiving 
Section, | and has undergone numerous psychiatric. 
interviews.” He has also had psychological testings, 
various other: laboratory procedures, and : ‘physical 
and. neurological @xaminations. The most evident 
finding in this: ‘case was not ‘unexpected: peme Lys” 
that he has had’ a ee Snagendate education’ : reas 
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"and possesses a very low intellectual level. 
_ Psychological examinations. show that the patient 
is mentally deficient, and that he is inéapable 
- of managing his own affairs, His learning 
‘ ability is extremely slow, and his thinking is 
quite immattire. He shows much retardation of 
- all of his thought processes, and conceptual 
thinking measured by his drawings places him 
in about the tenth year level. On the Wechsler 
Aduit Intelligence Sealé, he earned an I. Q. 
of only 60, though the general. impression he | 
makes’ of ‘the examiners is that his functional — 
intelligence is ‘on an evén lower scale than that. 
He has absolutely no concept of money, and has 
very little understanding of numbers. His — 
concept of time is also quite inadyuate, and, 
at times, even ridiculous. As an example; he — 
has stated that there are 31 days ina certain 
month, and, then, relates that a period of time, 
some 3 to 4 months from now, would only corisist 
of-/21 days. ‘He does not know the. date hé was 
arrested, and when asked how long he stayed in: 
jail, he guessed, first, 4, 5, or 7 days, ang» 
then, settled for 10. “As: a matter of fact, h 
- must have stayed in jail for more than 6. wieks . 
ace asked what was the value of a dellar, he 
| st ted that ols consisted. of four 3° cent pce 


1ist e jevgvapl 7; nor of ‘any ‘eurrent "events. 
e did not even know which was heads and tails 
ona nickel. - In. addition to that, he was not. 
certain as to ‘the ‘day’ of the week; ‘at any. tine, ' 
m ~ and thought ‘that “the: presént.-date: ‘was - haya a 30, 
\ 1958, when; in reality, it was February 6. 
= was unable’ to nanie all of ‘the Months , and these he 
did name were not in proper Sequence. 
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ine evime:” all ‘that will  aappen 4 will be. that. he 
Will “be allowed to go ‘patk to his. “people. © He | 
séens unable. to realize that. he must eonvince 
others of the reasonableness of. ‘his: story but 
féels that ‘they will automatically believe 
anything that he says regarding it..° While in 
‘the Hospital, “he did. gradually | expaiid his” 
finewledge of some of the events ‘of the night 
in question,’ ‘and; ‘finally; gave “an account of 
awakening that night, of putting on his? Siothee,- 
of walking: around his yard, and; ‘then, ‘of walking . 
down the road to the "“Nowis" place", and, 
finally, turning dato the driveway. ‘of the 
Newis" house, and ‘spending: some ‘time there. 
just ‘looking vacantly into space. He, 7. 
steadfastly, denied having gone up to "the. porci 
of the house of” having énteréd' the house, When 
questioned ‘as to how his description at the 
time of: ‘Staterient™ ‘tothe Sheriff apparently | 
was. “accurate as to the lay-out of the house and 
as to how his account of his. ‘conduct in the 
house: agreed with that of thé victini, he gave 
very ‘$hallow rationalizations’ and expected us - 
to beliéve that it was all.a.coincidence, He 
would: ‘put'-out several possibilities as to why 
‘was’ eoused of. his... among ‘such being that . 
it negro. and “Mrs. Nowls” was. 

im, or ‘perhaps at was a white 
vying: to protect ‘her. husband; 
though her was’ anable ‘to carry out stich thinking — 
to: where’ ‘he would ound ‘plaus ib! to anyone else. 

it wasnot only: obvious ly defective, 
while giving such a unts, but was defective 
111 othe epetenss. with this: patient. ie 
naly BS rcy sian eet the © 
ivi ood 5 80 otiont, educated 
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"nevertheless: one ‘gathers the. de trcbeash: that en 
his memory is not actually deficient and that. a 
his. difficulty in. giving a chronological account 
is. due to. his innate lack of a concept « of time. 

No det tai te. evidence of. delusions, hor hallucinations 


to. talk a "and, ‘ehetiy | he would. rs eee ae ‘because 
he felt.sure we wuld find nothing wrong with. 
hin. At times, his speech was noted. to. be: 
rather hesitant, and, at. times; he showed 
ae “ definite retardation nae His: éomprehension was) 
always: extremely | poor. His response to commands 
was. often quite sluggish, and his movements. 
were. dnelined. to also bé slow... His answers 
were, usually. very inadequate and naive, and 
it, was. obvious that.he was quite unlearned. —_- 
It was also obvious that the. patient was definitely 
evasive whenever pressed to. give a detailed. | 
account. of his possible connection with the act. 
with which. he. ds. now charged. He. did admit that 
lying had. become a, habit with him,. although he. 
had. often been told. by his” parents not te lie, 
He decided. that perhaps, in the future, he, had 
betternnot continue. this. -bad habit. 


"Physical ‘examinataen. ‘showed a father; anbutatory, 

white male, Height. 5'9". ‘Weight 133 pounds .. 

The physical éxanination was unremarkable... 
Auscultation of ‘the heart and.the. lungs was’ 

considered to be within normal limits. . Neurological 

exanination was also within normal limits... 

Eaberarory. procedures | were: also within normal. limits. 


a eorrelation of ‘ait of “the: above’ ‘information 
was, obtained. on this patient and after. numer ous 
psychiatric: ‘interviews. it is the consensus of 
f the undersigned that. this: patient 

is. “mentally deficient t6 such a degree that he ~~ 
is incapable of mariaging his own affairs, and also 
incapabie of properly consulting with his counsel 

in his own defence. He realizes that the crime 

ef RAPE is something that is punishable, but he 

has no emotional insight into its true sammdfidanes. 
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"nor is he capable df. adhering to the right, 
because of his limited mental intellectual — 
endowment... Pog a4 Se Ne Ee eae tee Ye 


"It is the undersigneds’ opinion that this . 


and quality of the act with which he is charged, 


wit is alse requested that arrangements be made 
forthe transfer of ‘this. patient from the  ——_ 
Florida State Hospital back to the jurisdiction 
of the Court for final disposition of his case, 


oe .  . Filed<14 day of Mareh 
y MDL, _ . 41958. dn the office of — 
a a othe clerk of ‘the 

mee ones ae. age | Circuit Court in and. 

(s/ J. B. O'Connor for Lake County, | 

J. Bo O'Connor, M.D., | State of Florida, 
Psychiatrist. © 6 =. |. /s/ Frank E. Owens 

a ogetars ee ee ~ Clerk ‘Cireudt Court" 
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The: we reflects: on March uy 4958, Victims" 
court- cappointea. counsél, Mr. A...P. BUIE, requested the 
Vietim: not be tried in. Court ° on the ‘charge’ of rape, but 
that he be confined’ to the Florida. State Hospital as. 
mentally ‘inconpetent. The order: of committment ; ‘bearing 
the signature: of T. G. FUTCH, Circuit Judgée,. Fifth: 
Judicial District, ordered. Vietin to be returned to 
the Florida State "Hospital as being: insane. and ingongetant 
to conduct. his defence and further: ordered: that the — 
Victim was. not to be released from. aforementioned 


Institution without consent of this. court. 


a 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 : 


‘Office a ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


er 14. GARY "JACKSONVILLE (4-37) s "pare: 1/5/89 


mom ; SA PED Re qUCKER : one. ear ‘Date Dictated: 1/5/59 
SA ROBERT ‘a. ANDERSON, TR eee s : 


SUBJECT: - Sheriff WILLIS Y. NeCALL, 
. Lake County, Florida; = 
_ JESSE DANIELS = VICTIN: . 
CIVIL RIGHTS a” 


~ 


On ‘Deconpar 30 1958, Sheriff WILLIS V. MeCALL, 
Lake. County, Florida, Sherif f* 's Office, was interviewed . 
by SAs TED R. TUCKER and ROBERT H. ANDERSON, Jr. 
Sheriff McCALL advised DANIELS was arrested "December 23, 
1957 on a charge of Rape and was inearcerated at the 
Lake County Jail, Tavares, Florida. According to NeCALL,. 
Victin, in signed statement, dated December 27, 1957, 
admitted the rape of Mrs... BLANCHE KNOWLES who then 
resided at Okahunpka Piorida,. 


. - = Sheriff MeCAaLL played a record of the Vietim's 
eonfession te the rape of lirs. BLANCHE KNOWLES. and 

in this confession the Victim stated he left his house 
after his” ‘parents had fallen asleep, walked to the 
KNOWLES' ‘residence, entering the house through the 
front door,..and assaulted Mvs. KNOWLES in her bedroom, 
after which he returned te his residence and entered 
the house without awaking his parents. -% 


. pee? “Aecording te Sheriff MeCALL, at the outset of 
his. . duveitigations he asked the help of BILL DONALDSON, 
polygraph operator, | who was then a member of the 
‘Hillsherough County Sheriff's Office, Tampa, Florida, 
to aid in the interrogation of chief suspects, as well 
as the interrogation of Mrs. KNOWLES... Sheriff NeCALL 
advised through the. combined efforts of his Office and 
lr. DONALDSON,. “they were able to eliminate a number of 
suspects and were able to definitely ascertain that 
JESSE DANIELS had committed the. KNOWLES, Fape.. 


aoe ee Sheriff MeCALL stated ne WAS Of the: Fay inion 
that one HABEL NORRIS REESE, Editor of the Mt.. Dera, =. 
Florida, Topie, aid writer for “the Daytona” Beach, Florida, 
News Journal, 18. in some way i aka for this current 


TR tepe 


ay 


mate tention "tend eM et 
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investigation on the. part of the FBI, MeCALL pointed 
out. that Mrs. REESE, through her writings, has 
repeatedly in the past attempted to publicly discredit 
and embarrass him in an apparent attempt to get him 
out of office. MeCALL stated that Mes. REESE has 
vecently run a series of articles in the Daytona Beach 
News: Journal concerning JESSE DANIELS ¢ase, According - 
to NeCALL, in these articles Mrs. REESE attempts te leave 
thd impression that DANIELS is innocent of the rape 
charge and that a Negro, SAM WILEY ODOM, who is . 
eurrently confined to the death house at the Florida . 
State Prison, Raiferd, Fiorida, fer a subsequent rape 
in Leesburg, Florida, is the onethe committed the 
KNOWLES rape. : 


MeCALL further advised that an article 
appearing in the December’, 1958, issue of Coronet _ 
Magazine entitled "fhe Law of Lake County" written by 
one WILLIAM PETERS, alse Cites the DANIEL $ ease, among - 
others, in a further atteupt te likewise discredit him. 


a: MeCALL advised that he knows fer a fact that 
Mrs, REESE has been in elese contact with the parents — 
of JESSE DANIELS, and that Mrs. REESE has visited | 
DANIELS at the Florida State Hospital, Chattahoochee, 
Florida. He advised that Mrs. DANIELS admitted to _ 
him on one oc¢¢asion that Mrs. REESE had actually 
written a letter to the Florida Governor, LEROY COLLINS, 
| in whieh she deliberately misspelled seme words te 
make it appear that Mrs: DANIGLS had written the — 


brs 


mM 


MéeCALL stated that this letter requested an investigation 
inte the DANIELS case by the Governor's. Office. He 
advised as a result of this letter the Governor's Office 
did institute an official investigation cencerning the 
JESSE DANIELS case and found everything Satisfactory... 


Sheriff MeCALL stated” ‘that. after SAM WILEY 
ODOM was. eonvicted and sentenced to death for the 
Leesburg rape, that he and Deputy Sheriff JAMES L, YATES 
further interrogated ODOM to determine if there: was id 
truth to the insinuations on the part: ef Mrs. RE 
that ODOM was the one Bou ste of the KNOWLES raps. 
decorating to MeCALL, ODOM stondfastiy denied connitting 
s- rape. 


As 


letter and then had Mrs. DANIELS sign this letter. ‘fee 
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-—s« Sherdf# McCALL advised that at ne time was 
DANIELS threatened, coerced, or beaten during the time 
that he was inearcerated in the Lake County Jail. 

He further pointed out DANIELS wader. interregation 
readily adm: itted the rape and described the various 
things about the KNOWLES fiowse that only the persen 
who actually committed the rape. would. have Known. — 
Sheriff! McCALL stated theré is no doubt in his mind 
but that the Vietim is. guilty of, the rape charge. 


On January 2, 1059, Sheriff WILLIS Ve MeCALL 


was reinterviewed by Agents TUCKER and ANDERSON, at 


which time he furnished the. Eeeneeee signed statement, 


“Hints Vv. MeCali - 
"Sheriff of Lake County - 
- "Pavares., Flerida 

“January: ay 1959 


| "[ Wilds V; . Mecatt, do > hereby 
( wing voluntarily statenent 
to Ted R, Tucker and Robert 4H. Anderson,. (a 
whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federai 
Bureaw of Investigation. Ne force, threats - 
or promises were used to induce sie toe make 
this, statement and I dose voluntarily. I 
have further been advised that I need not 
make this statement and that aid statencat 
€an be used against me in a Court of Law. 
I have alse been advised of my Yight toe an 
ayserntt 


: With: reference to the er Daniels 
‘Gase; a did everything within my means to 
bring about a solution to this crime of rape. 
I. Saploved ‘the help of Mr. Bill Donaldson, 
polygraph expert from Hilisberough. County, 
heriff"s Department, to help with the cd 
interrogation. We interrograted over ane — 
handred veopie and eliminated 22 awspaats, 


PAG 
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ee "After our. investigaigens we arrived 
at the conelusion that the pees that committed 
this erime was a person. of. low. mentality... We 
decided to investigate. ‘the only one of this 
nature in. this. vicinity, Jesse Daniels: Mr. =~ 
- Yates and Hr. Donaldson with the consent of 
Jesse. Daniels and his parents, after they had. 
| been advised of | their. constitutional Rights, 
- “breught Jesse to the Lake County Jail for - 
“this purpose.” Me. Denaldsen. teok over the 
interrogration and after a short time seit for 
_ ‘fie aad Hr. Yates to come in and listen ‘to what 
he’ had. feasts. the boy confessed. ‘at. ‘this time. 


; "tne reason “for the’ ‘delay in making’ - 
fs charges and informing hi. parents: of such, was 
because we realized his mental condition, and 

checked. every angle to be ‘sure that we were 


mat the After tee convinced that Jesse. Daniels ; 
t aoe ee Sapivauee | 


: : a ‘this ‘tine has eee 
very belligerent. and was ¢ atac’ od by Mable 
_ Norris. Reese, whe has bitterly 
‘on every. eccasion,. and beast ad she ‘was ‘going 
to ran me out. of. Lake Count Upon | 
visit” his parents. made’ to the Jail they woul 
¢ hatehup a bunch of Ides to: give. fo. Mable. . 
'. Norris Reese for her pro cmanist apes 
throaty ¥ proof, : ; av: hha 
h her aaa 


fit ‘0: joint 
‘ring Up all the | 
us ye ould, ¥ wa ‘unfounded, I. refasod 
. to- “tet ‘then: Bee ‘the ‘boy aga: , however, -I é, 
| dnformed then. that any’ Couneil. they obtained 
would be able ‘te see Jesse: at any tine necessary...” 
As you know, under the Law; Ido not. have to’ 
allow anyone to the jail to visit with a. 
_ prisoner except’ his legal Council... This . 
 Beivileee: was never ratusad Fosse Daniels at 
. BBY! ane ngs , 


2 


A? 
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"Go give you an idea of some of the. 
qi6s that. they” told, they claimed that I Let 
‘Mr. Knowles, husband. of the raped: victin,. | 
take a belt. and beat Jesse. They’ ‘claimed - that. 
- I shot my pistol along side bis fect and that 
I beat him into. submission, — They. claimed this 
' “was done: a on. the knowledgé of our States 
Attorney, ir. Gordon G. Oldham, Je, He could 
assure you that none of these things took — 
place and had I been of the typeof a character 
that would‘ permit. it, Er. Oldham would not 
condone it, and Mr. Knowles being a gentienan _ 
: of high standing in his community, would never 
have papioungs th any such action. 


Ralph J Helstein and others ‘of their caliber, in 
fighting me in every way they ¢an. I have in 
my possession a letter dated back as far as 1048 
to the County s: itor of Dade County, condeming 
him of their actions as they held rs. Benemovsky 
fer contempt of court for failure te answer. 
whether or not She had been affiliated with the 
Communist party. In this letter they threatened 
them with the same actions they were mating 
against Sheriff Willis V. MeCall ef Lake County, 
stating that they were fighting hin through 
the, National Labor movement, the Local Labor 
movement, through the Press, through Radios , 
Ahrough Courts; with airplanes, ami people and 
a lot of otherwys I wauld Lg rh about te see 
thet r was: ‘defeated in the. ig gaaia stoctions. 


Hoe Thee 
tines: ‘than any other Sherif? that I ‘know ‘of. 
Thank God. I have always cone. clear and aisays 
wilh on Tegal: matters. 


ae m4 man is known by his- enemies: as 
well as his friends and I am happy: not. to be 
classified on a friendly basis - eth some of the 
people operating under thé Communist ties and 
influences that I have mentioned an this statement. 
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a "In. clositig, let me remind you that 
there are as many people chasing after’ me as 
there are some beautiful movie actress. It — 


just happens to be for a different purpose. . 


Tam convinced at this time that my mother did . 
not raise any completely crazy children, and if 
I were so. inclined to violate a persons Civil 
Rights, which Idefinitely am not, and stand 
a. defender of Constitutional Government, and a 
Fite ae ee rights, Knowing that I am 
in the lime light and am being watched by such 
. vultures that would cut my throat at the drop 
of your hat. I give myself eredit for having 
too. much sense to be trapped into a position 
where I might be prosecuted, thrown out of 
office, or disgraced... ge ee ait 


_... | "I hope to see the day that the — 
Justice Department will wake up to what is 
going on and quit being influenced by such 
‘individuals as is spending time and the tax — 
payers money investigating such trumped up ~ 
lies, when the Federal Bureau of ‘Investigation 
| and ‘the other law enforcement officers: could © 
. be busy. doing their necessary jobs, without 
fe being harassed by such unjust and uncalled for: 
problems.as I have been subjected to, many times 


"I believe, that these left-winged 
ents realize by now that I am not going to bra 
ate the. law and place myself ia such position | 
ntioned above.” However, it seems that they sz. |S 
ing to harass and vorry me to the extent 
that Iwill get mad or give wp.in despair. 
However, you may rest assured, as long as Ged _ 
lets. me Live, that I will never be a quiter’ and 
° that I will always be on the job when it cones _ 2 
to. defeniing our. American Way of Life. I do not _ 
straddle the fence or pull any punches when it ae 
comes to calling names and that is what’ they - 


~ are 


do not like about me. 


consisting of 3 pages and find it true & correct 


to. best of my knowledge.. I have initialed each 
- correction. ee i a eae 


Ate a. so) Bowls wee we ees Ee darh 
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"Respectfully yours 


/s/ Willis V. MeCali . 


Willie V. NeCail, Sheri¢e 


"witnessed bys 


of Lake County, Florida 


fs "Ped Ry ern Speatan ‘Agent, F. Bag 
_ Sacksoaville,. Fla. 1/2/59 


/s/ "Robert HK. Anderson, Jr. S ere Agent, 
Ve/ 
FBI, ima oe 


J a* ‘the. s toltentay 3 is a siyeuees pescbeeeiny: of the 
Subject, obtained from personal observation and interrogation: 


Name 

Sex 
“Race 
-~ Born | 


‘Conplexien 


Characteristics 


Oceupation 
Residence 


Marital Status 


WILLIS’ V. ‘MeCALL 


Male 
White 


duly 21,. 1909, ‘Unatilia, 


Florida 
6'2" 


205° pounds 
Blue: ; 


‘Dark, greying 
Hediun 


Wears ‘glasses 


Sheriff, “Lake County: Florida 


2s Morningview Drive, Eustis , 


Florida 
Married to DORIS DALEY. MeCALL, 


Bk Ni ete Singh adits 
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ee 


nee (Rev. BeRe07 I) “FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


. attempt. ‘to: 


2 


INTERVIEW REPORT 


.2 Deputy: Sherif? JAMES L. YATES , Lake County 
Sheriff's Office, Tavares, Florida, advised he and . 
Mr, LEROY CAMPBELL, who was then ies gtd Sheriff, ‘brought 
JESSE DANIELS to™ the: Lake County Jail, Tavares, for 
questioning ‘ape roximately three or four days after the 
rape of Mrs. RE KNOWLES at Okahuipka, Florida, on 
December 18, 1957. According to Deputy YATES, upon 


 dnterrogation by him, Sheriff McCALL, and BILL DONALDS ON 


of the Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office, DANIELS 
admitted raping Mrs. KNOWLES and described in detail | 

how the assauit was. Carried out. ‘Deputy YATES advised 

at no time. was DANIELS’ Civil Rights violated and at 

no time did. he witness Sheriff McCALL threaten DANIELS 

or beat him in any way. | Deputy: YATES further advised — 
that at ‘the time DANIELS signed the - confession admitting 
the rape of Mrs. KNOWLES, he was- ‘advised of his rights 
and was. not. coerced or. forced into: “signing ‘this confession. 


Deputy” YATES Stated there as been mich publicity 
given to. this ase in some of. the - news papers in an apparent 
sredit Sheriff McCALL;. “According to Deputy 

articles insinuate that a Negro, SAM WIL 
ODOM, "who s presently confined at the Florida ‘State 
Prison, Raiferd, Florida, urder: the sentence of death for 
a rape occurring approximately four months after the | 
KNOWLES. rape, is likewise guilty of this crime. According 
to Deputy YATES, with this in mind, he and Sheriff McCALL 
interrogated ODOM after ODOM was sentenced to death 
concerning the KNOWLES rape and ial denied committing 
this particular crime. 


YATES , ‘the 


oS Tp closing, Depiity YATES - advised he would dectine 
from furnishing a signed statement, however, he would be 
available for furnishing additional information and to 
offer testimony if the oeeae ion ever aVoses 


File # a dag 
oc Date dictated 1/5/ <0) 


NDE BSON, IRs Jepe 


Property of FBI - This report is Tianea to you by the FBI, and neither i it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the 
agency to which loaned. 
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OTT UR RR SO TTR aad EO on 


a Y ? ; 
FD-302 (Rev. 12-20-57). ~ -FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIEN oF . 
INTERVIEW REPORT Gay dey 


b 


Date January 5, 1959 


ee ae On January 2, 1959, Mr. LEROY CAMPBELL, who 
was formerly a Deputy Sheriff, Lake County, Florida, 
Sheriff "s Office, Tavares, Florida, was interviewed 
at the Lake Cotinty Court House, Tavares. Gime 
cvs) My, CAMPBELL advised that he accompanied Deputy 
Sheriff JAMES YATES to the DANIELS résidence at Okahunpka 
Florida and returried JESSE DANIELS tothe Lake Count 
Jail for questioning in December of 1957. Mr. CAMPBELL 
advised he. was also present when JESSE DANIELS gave an 
oral confession which was recorded, admitting to the 
rape of Mrs. BLANCHE KNOWLES. Jew t : 


My, CAMPBELL stated that at no 7: “did he 
wate 2 use any force, threats or coercion in ifiter ting. 
DANIELS, nor did he notice any abusive ‘treatment toward 
DANIELS of the part of Shériff McCALL or Deputy Sheriff 
: YATES. Hé further advised that at no point in that 
investigation did he personally witness DANIELS" Civil 
Rights, being violated in any way. on ae 


 ...... Mir, CAMPBELL advised that while DANIELS is 
somewhat mentally retarded, he feels that he possesses 
sufficient intelligence to differentiate between. right. 
and wrong and he still feels ‘that DANIELS was aware 


of the importance of his statement and of its significance. 


mae  " In-elosing, Mr. CAMPBELL declined to furnish 
a signed statenent, but advised he would be available for 
testimony if needed at a future date. — Wate a 4 


Interview with 


by Special Agent. 


Eee whe Pia iad is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to bewasirivted outside the 
32 


LL 
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2 IK 44-37, 


Assistant 
contacted 
this case, 


Fine Se Wee teed ita 


\ a iM shee 


fae) 


AT JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 


On January 5, 1959, Mr. E. COLEMAN MADSEN, 

United States Attorney, Jacksonville, was 

relative to his views as to the merits of 
Mr, MADSEN requested that BILL DONALDSON, 


polygraph operator, who reportedly interrogated the 
Victim and other suspects as well as the rape Victim 


be intervi 
like to re 
giving his 


DoclId: 32591035 


ewed. Mr. MADSEN further advised he would 
view all the reports on this matter before 
views. 


-P- 


33 
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IN 


Report Form 
FD-263 (5-12-55) : | 


“FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV.5;.<..TION ~ 


Reporting Office Office of Origin Date Investigative Period 
MIAMI JACKSONVILLE 1/14/59 1/12-13/59 
TITLE OF CASE é ~ | Report made by cere 
SHERIFF WILLIS V.“MC CALL ; H. K. RUTHERFORD, JR. mbb \ 
Lake County, Florida; .. CHARACTER OF CASE 


JESSECBANIELS - VICTIM 4 
nt we es 2 CIVIL RIGHTS 


Synopsis: : } iN Sy ' 
REFERENCES: Report of SA TED R. TUCKER, Jacksonvifle, 
.,. Bureau airtel to Jacksonville and Miamz,/) 
. Miami airtel to Bureau, 1/12/59 a7 f iu 
Pip a L/ — 


: f/ | . * RUC = 


he 


af 


Copies made: 
Cy Bureau (AM) 
~ Jacksonville (44-37) 
(1 = USA, Jacksonville) (A 
1 - Miami (44-1054) _ le 


ae Box Bil sf “LET . 


are i\this igport isloahed to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
ih WHY a 


¥ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1955 O—-344750 
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FD-204 (Rev. 9-23-58) 


Copy to: 


Report of: — 
Date: 


File Number: 


Title: 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


—_ USA, Jacksonville 


SA H. K. RUTHERFORD, JR. Office: Miami 
January 14, 1959 -— 


MIAMI (44-1054) 


SHERIFF WILLIS V. MC CALL, 
Lake County, Florida; 
JESSE DANIELS ~ VICTIM 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


WILLIAM C. DONALDSON, Bradenton, Fla., states he was 
present when victim was brought in for questioning at 
Tavares and he obtained victim's verbal confession after 
examining: victim on polygraph; immediately thereafter 
heard victim repeat confession in answer to questions 

by Sheriff MC CALL. He states no written statement was 
taken from victim nor any recording made of victim's 
confession while he was present. He denies any threats 
were made to victim in his presence. 


- RUC - 
DETAILS: AT BRADENTON, FLORIDA 
Attempts to locate WILLIAM C, DONALDSON cieanea 
the Office of the State's Attorney, his present employer, 
met with negative results on January 12, eee 
W. MACK SMILEY, State's Attorday: was advised 


January 12, 1959, of the purpose t interview DONALDSON:. 
in edaneokien with instant matter. 


' lee: AAG Civil Righ S10 
Form 6-94 = @.- pi aps? 


This document. contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of any kind. 
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It is the property of the FBI, and is a loan to your agency; 
it and/or its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 16—74625-1 


GPO 


Z 


Bird Si Eus Sre ht Ra ot Cpl 
ra ee 


MM 44-1054 


On January 13, 1959, DONALDSON was interviewed at 
the Manatee County Courthouse, and he furnished the following 
signed statement which he said comprises all that he knows 
about instant case: 


"Bradenton, Florida 

-January 13, 1959 
"YT, William C. Donaldson, make the following 

voluntary statement to Raymond N.. Byers and 

Howard K. Rutherford whom I know to be Special 

Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

No threats or promises have been made to me, 

I know I do not have to make a statement and 

that any statement I do make can be used against 

me in a court of law. I have also been told 

I have the right to consult a lawyer before 

making a statement. 


"In December 1957 I was employed by the 
Hillsborough County, Florida, Sheriff's Office 
as a polygraph examiner and was loaned to the 
Sheriff of Lake County to assist him in solving 
a rape case. I recall that I arrived in Tavares, 

the county seat of Lake County, on Sunday night, 
December 22, 1957. I spent that night at the 
jail, and the next morning after breakfast I 
started in questioning various negro suspects 
who had been picked up by the Sheriff's Office. 
On Monday afternoon the rape victim was brought 
into the Sheriff's Office. After questioning 
of her brought out information about bicycle tracks 
around her home we went out to the house and 
saw the tracks. Mrs. Knowles, the victim, told 
us that Jesse Daniels, who lived nearby, rode 
a bicycle and was the only one she could recall 
who had been there previously on a bicycle. She 
also recalled that he had come to her front 
porch one day prior to the rape and asked her 
for a drink of water. 
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MM 44-1054 


"ZT then went Monday night with Deputy YATES 
to the Daniels house and Yates went in to inquire 
for the boy but learned Jesse had gone coon hunting. 
I remember we drove out in the country looking 
for Jesse but did not find him so we returned 
to the Sheriff's Office, Later that night, I 
believe it was around eleven o'clock, we went _ 
back to the Daniels house and Yates went in and 
got Jesse. I remember when Jesse came out to 
the car his parents came with him and told him 
to go along with the Sheriff and tell the truth, 
We then went directly to the Sheriff's Office. 
and on the way we did not discuss the rape case | 
at all. Instead we talked about Jesse's hunting 
and he was telling us about a knife someone had 
given him. 


"On arrival at the Sheriff's Offre in 
Tavares we went directly into the Identification 
Office of the Sheriff where I had my polygraph 
set up. My interrogation of Jesse and the 
running of a polygraph test on him took approximately 
40 minutes. Only the two of us were in the 
room, but I believe Sheriff Willis McCall and 
others were watching us through a one-way mirror 
in one wall of the Identification Office. Jesse, 
of course, could not see them. During the 
polygraph examination Jesse gave very definite 
responses on the relevant questions. On 
concluding the test I questioned the boy for 
about ten minutes and he admitted to me he was | 
the person who had raped Mrs. Knowles. I then | 
went out of the room to advise Sheriff McCall 
and the others of the results of the test. I 
recall Mr. Knowles, husband of the victim, asked 
me if I thought the boy was guilty, and I told 
him he was either guilty or crazy. The Sheriff 
and several more people then came into the 
Identification Office and the Sheriff questioned 


= | | | 5 
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"Jesse and he again confessed to the rape. The 
Sheriff asked a number of questions which Jesse 
answered describing the inside of the Knowles 
house and his actions at the time of the rape. 
Present in the room at that time were the States 

Attorney, Deputy Yates, Mr. Knowles and possibly 

_ some others whom I don't recall. This questioning 
took about an hour to an hour and a half. Then 
Sheriff McCall took Jesse out and I proceeded 
to question and examine other negro suspects throughout 
the. remainder of that night. As best I recall 

-I did not see Jesse Daniels again. I left 
Tavares about 2 PM on Tuesday without having been 
to bed, and I returned to Tampa. I was sick when 
I got home and stayed in bed from then until 
January 7, 1958. 


"No written confession was taken from 
Jesse Daniels while I was present, nor was his 
confession recorded on tape or any other way in 
my presence. At no time did I strike, hit, 
or threaten Jesse Daniels, nor did anyone 
else do so in my presence. Nobody ever fired 
a gun at his feet to my knowledge, and in fact 
I am almost certain nobody was wearing a gun 
during the questioning of Jesse in the Identification 
Office while I was present. Mr. Knowles, the 
husband of the rape victim, did not talk to Jesse 
at all while I was present. To the best of my 
memory. I had no knowledge that Jesse's parents 
came to the jail in Tavares Tuesday morning and 
I believe I would have known about it if they 
‘had come to inquire about him. 


"T have read the above statement of two 
other pages and this one and it is true to the 
‘best of my knowledge and belief. 


"/s/ William C. Donaldson 


HW 43679 DocId:32591035 Page 439 


(_—— NE GE ER A a aE aa aa a a de 


\ 


MM. 44-1054. 
"witness: /s/ Raymond. N. Byers, Special 
Agent FBI, Miami, Fla. 1/13/59 


/s/ H. K. Rutherford, FBI, Tampa, 
Fla., 1/13/59" . 


- 5% - 


Nee ne 
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7 et vow) oe Mr. Tolson | 
A , Mr. Belmont 
f DECODED COPY — eiNeies 


Radio | [] Teletype 


| wel ; 1-15-59 Mt Ue 


TO/DIRECTOR 


. y sik 
FROM SAC, JACKSONVILLE 152057 WG | 
} 


Mr, Parsons: ee 

ie Aid’ Rosen Le 
AAM. Tamm 
bf] Mr. Trotter 
# Mr. W.C. Sullivan | 
i Tele. Room 
Mr. Holloman —_ 
Miss/Gandy 


SHERIFE WILLIS v. Ke CALL , JESSESBANIELS - VICTIM, CIVIL RIGHTS. - 
le. REBULET JANUARY 13 LAST’""NO CONTACTS MADE BY AGENTS JACKSONVILLE 


a OFFICE WITH MABEL NORRIS REESE. 


~ RECEIVED: | 4:51 PM RADIO 


4:57 PM CODING UNIT JW Wh 


Mr. -Rosen } 


ree ® 
; fee ae va “e =. oy ‘ / if 
mes ee ag Lh Ommaney a 2 PS ie, ~ oe 


1G JAN 19 i959 


sacnnererceney 


heal 
wishes JAI Pe M5Y bs Pe OG py 
. : apn BS i fet . 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 


paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 
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SAC, Jacksonville (4437) Lelge59 


Director, PBI (44-13930) 


te 
SHERIFF, WILLIS V. MeCALL; 
JESSE “DANIELS ~ VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


nme eM sam 


avn 
13 PR 
fo Rerep of SA Tucker dated 1+6+59, 


Your attention is directed to page 5, 
last paragraph, and page &, paragraph 53, of rerep 
in which paragraphs it is indicated that Mabel Norris 
Reese, editor and co-owner of the Mt. Dora, Florida, 
“Topic” newspaper, was reported to have been contacted 
by an FEI Agent who mentioned that he was interested 
in the captioned case and wanted to get in on the 
investigation, You are instructed to advise by 
return mail whether such contact was ever made by an 
Agent of your office. If so, complete details of 
such contact and reasons therefor should be furnished 
to the Bureau. 


LEC: pms; 
(4) 


fi] 


/.. 
@ JAN 14 1959 


‘oumemaumie —mnnmtiatctnss 


Tolson 
Boardman ___ 
Belmont 
Mohr 
Nease 
Parsons 


Rosen 
Tamm 


wes ot . & 
SIAN 161 
Tele: aN 7 J 


Holloman 
Gandy 


MAIL ROOM E@J) TELETYPE uNiIT 1 


3 
~y./ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 


ee 


FBI 


Date: 1/12/59 


Transmit the following in 2 ae 
(Type in plain text or code) 


Via ___ AIRTEL AIR MA | 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1054) 


SUBJECT: SHERIFF WILLIS V. Or CALL, 
Lake Gounty, Fla.; 
JESSE'WANIELS = VICTIM ae 
- CIVIL RIGHTS 7 


J Rerep SA TED R, TUCKER dated 1/6/59 at Jacksonville 
and Bureau airtel dated 1/8/59 pir. @ 


BILL DONALDSON no longer with SO, Tampa. 
Report delayed due to difficulty in locating DONALDSON. 
Will surep by 1/16/59. 


Q) - Bureau (AM) 
- Miami 

HKR mg 

(5) 


er 4 A— 13930 


21 JAN 14 1959 


go ff? 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 
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Telsen ______. 
Nichols WW. 
Boardman —_. 


! Belmont -—-— 


Mohr 
Parsons .—-— 
Rosen 
Tamin 


Trotter — 


Nease _-______. 
Tele. Room _ 
Hollomen —— 
Gandy ——___.. 


mm ROOM ee aa 


January 8, 1959 


AIRTEL Se 


Fer SACs, gee tenvis?e (44°37) 
_ Miawd 


Brome ‘Birector, P< | . 

ay seq 
SHERIEP WILLIS ¥. MeCALL, LAK SNE FLORIDA; | : 
JESSE PANES LS = VICTIn SI 
CIVIL RIGHTS: aa 


Rerep of SA Ted Re tacker dated 1/6/59 at 
Jack ceon ville. . 


In view of the. presence ef iii Donaldson 
at the igterview of the victia, permission is granted 
te interview him in accordance with Leads set out in | 
rerep, This must be handled immediately and a report 
subaitted by 1/12/59. Donaldson should be advised 
of hie righta at the tame: ef interview, — 


Jacksonville. Office ie directed te refer. to BST 
Handbook, page 36, item $6, whieh instructs. hat ne 
investigation requested by U. S. Attorneys in civil 
wights mattere should be conducted without: ‘Hureau 
approval, ‘The dastructions set forth im this section 

of ne masney are to be adhered to strictly im the 
fu ure, : 


oe 8 tg os ee 
DIALED Ba i 


JAN ~ 8 1969 
Commie) | 


= fcr ee 
‘om ns J md a Riad 


a eee : gemee 
ssh “th SSeS cosa 
i 
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'  Helloman 


tee 


| there is a question as to whether he was properly represented by 


» Tolson 
Boardman 
Belmont 
Mohr 
Nease at 
Parsons ey 
Rosen Qe 
Tamm 
Trotter 
W.C. Sullivan — 
Tele. Room __ 


Gandy 
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_ F 
EE &. MAIL ROOM(_] TELETYPE Se a : 


PLAIN TEXT 


TELETYPE | ss DEFERRED 
of a 

TO SAC, JACKSONVILLE | : A zR ; 

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI i : 

UNSUBS, JESSE DANIELS DASH VICTIM, CR. REBUATRTEL DECEMBER 

Tw Pea FIFTYEIGHT, AND URTEL DECEMBER rasa eon NE, FIPTYEIGHT. 

INTERVIEW VICTIM DANIELS, DO NOT INTERVIEW SAM WILEY ODOM AT 

THIS TIME, BUDED EXTENDED TO JANUARY SIX NEXT, IF REPORT 

DOES NOT LEAVE YOUR OFFICE BY BUDED OBTAIN EXPLANATIONS AND 


SUBMIT WITH RECOMMENDATIONS. 


egaph 


(3) 


NOTE: The Bureau received letters from the mother of the victim, 
Gopies of which were furnished to the Civil Rights Division. The 
letter from the victim's mother dated 11-25-58 raised some questions 
as to whether the victim was afforded due process in connection with 
his present confinement in the mental hospital at Chattahoochee, 
Florida. The victim was arrested on a charge of attempted rape and 


counsel and whether he was afforded a preliminary hearing. 


By memorandum 12-17-58 Department r eguested preliminary 
investigation, Jacksonville teletype of 12-31 reflects pertinent 
information re victim's commitment to mental hospital. Although 
Sam Wiley Odom was a. possible suspect in rape for which victim was 
arrested, he does not appear to be a pertinent witness to the arrest, 
detention, confession or commitment of the victim; therefore, 
Jacksonville is being instructed not to stabi) ose bin see ag time. 

FCDERAL BURCAY GF INVESTIGATIOA 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION pec: UL 


LOsne i999 bok 


D Saw) (Sstoe™n i 
2 shy) 4 peek dl ee Rv) 
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“| OF INVESTIGATIGN 
. GEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
JAN 2 i959 


DEFERRED 1-2-59 7-34 PM JG 

TO - SAC JACKSONVILLE 

FROM - DIRECTOR iP: : , 
igbaeo wen DANIELS DASH VICTIM, CR. REBUAIRTEL DECEMBER 
TWENTYTWOS FIFTYEIGHT, AND URTEL DECEMBER THIRTYONE, FIFTYEIGHT. 
INTERVIEW VICTIM DANIELS. DO NOT INERVIEW SAM WILEY ODOM AT 
THIS TIME. BUDED EXTENDED TO JANUARY SIX NEXT. IF REPORT 
DOES NOT LEAVE YOUR OFFICE BY BUDED OBTAIN EXPLANATIONS AND 
SUBMIT WITH RECOMMENDATIONS. 

END AND ACK PLS. 

CORR & IN ar BE", 

END AND ACK PLS . 

OK FBI JK CSS 

TU DIgCO 
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‘ i. yo FEDERAL BUREAU OF 1 No on oe 
; | \, _UL 8, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (Peng 
of A . COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
y ant 
tlt 7 DEC 31 1958 
men Re 


URGENT te-31-58 0 ge SQ EETYPE, esp uns 


| Mix: Bottom — | 
Miss Gamiy___ 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM SAC, JACKSONVILLE 5 6-P 


} O 
UNSUBS oy ee ee DASH VICTIM. CIVIL RIGHTS. 


REBUAIRTEL DEC. qwenfYtwo, FIFTYEIGHT. RECORDS 

LAKE COUNTY SO AND LAKE COUNTY CLERK OF CIRCUIT 
COURT, TAVARES, FLAe, REFLECT VICTIM JESSE DANIELS 

- ARRESTED ON RAPE CHARGE DEC. TWENTYTHIRD, FIFTYSEVEN. 


VICTIM INTERROGATED BY LAKE COUNTY SHERIFF WILLIS 


ve MC CALL, DEPUTY SHERIFF JAMES Le YATES AND LE ROY CAMPBELL AND ONE : 


BILL DONALDSON, POLYGRAPH OPERATOR, TAMPA, FLAs, WHO WAS THEN MEMBER 


THE HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY SO. VICTIM IN RECORDED CONFESSION AND SIGNED | 


“STATEMENT ADMITTED RAPE ORBLANCHE KNOWLES , OKAHUMPKA, FLAe, RESIDENT, 


ON DEC. SEVENTEEN, FIFTYSEVEN. GRAND JURY RETURNED TRUE BILL INDICT- 


MENT RE VICTIM ON RAPE CHARGE JAN. NINE, FIFTYEIGHT. VICTIM 
ORDERED, BY CIRCUIT JUDGE T. G. FUTCH, TRANSPORTED TO FLA. STATE 


HOSPITAL, CHATTAHOOCHEE, FLAs, ON JAN. THIRTYONE, FIFTYEIGHT FOR 


tn 
eh as at OS 2 eS ga ae a a edi aed 


OBSERVATEON. RECORDS‘ REFLECT LETTER DATED FEB. TWENTYSEVEN, FIFTYEIGHT 
: UY J 2750 —/ 


& JAN 5 1839 


ir, -_ | EX10} i, | oe tenn aees 
ba. . 
59 if 7 1950 | 


END OF PAGE ONE ; 
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FAGE TWO 


FOR OBSERVATION, RECORDS REFLECT LETTER DATED FEB. TWENTYSEVEN, 
FIFTYEIGHT, SIGNED C, H, CRONICK, MD, PSYCHIATRIST, J B. O-CONNOR, 
MD, PSYCHIATRIST, FROM FLA, STATE HOSPITAL, ADDRESSED TO. JUDGE T. G. 
FUTCH, CIRCUIT JUDGE, CIRCUIT CouRT, FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, 

LAKE COUNTY, FLA,, TAVARES, FLA., ADVISING THAT IN OPINION OF 
PSYCHIATRISTS VICTIM MENTALLY DEFICIENT TO SUCH DEGREE INCAPABLE OF 
MANAGING OWN AFFAIRS. LETTER POINTS OUT OPINION OF THE PSYCHIATRISTS 
THAT VICTIM CANNOT BE TRUSTED TO LOOK AFTER HIMSELF AND HIS AFFAIRS 
WITHOUT UNDUE RISKS TO HIMSELF AND OTHERS, AND THEREFORE CONSIDERED 
LEGALLY AND MEDICALLY MENTALLY INCOMPETENT. LETTER FURTHER RECOMMENDS 
VICTIM BE COMMITTED TO MENTAL INSTITUTION FOR INDEFINITE PERIOD, 
INASMUCH AS PROSPECTS FOR ANY SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT IN FUTURE 
EXTREMELY REMOTE AND NO SPECIFIC THERAPY KNOWN FOR THIS TYPE MENTAL 
DISORDER, ACCORDING TO LETTER, THE WRITERS STATE THEIR OPINION THAT 


SUCH CASES, FOR PROTECTION OF SOCIETY, SHOULD BE SEGREGATED, 


_END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 


PREFERABLY IN MENTAL INSTITUTION, COURT RECORDS REFLECT, BASED UP 

ON THIS LETTER AND AT THE REQUEST OF “BL, VICTIN-Su S COURT - AP- 
POINTED COUNSEL, A. P. BUIE, OCALA, FLA«, ATTORNEY, THE VICTIM WAS NOT 
TRIED IN CIRCUIT COURT ON CHARGE OF RAPE BUT WAS JUDGED INSANE AND IN- 


COMPETENT, AND ORDERED COMMITTED TO FLA. STATE HOSPITAL, CHATTAHOOCHEE 


ON MARCH FOURTEEN, FIFTYEIGHT, NOT TO BE RELEASED FROM AFOREM@NTIONED 
INSTITUTION WITHOUT CONSENT OF THIS couee. JUDGE T. G. JUTCH- S, 
CIRCUIT JUDGE, FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, SIGNATURE APPEARS ON ORDER OF 
COMMITTAL. IN INTERVIEW WITK SHERIFF MC CALL AND DEPUTY SHERIFF YATES, 
ONE OF TWO ARRESTING OFFICERS, BOTH ADVISED MUCH PUBLICITY GIVEN TO THIS 
CASE, SHERIFF MC CALL STATED THAT MABEL NORRIS REESE, EDITOR OF THE MT. 
DORA, FLA., TOPIC, HAS REPEATEDLY IN PAST ATTEMPTED TO DISCREDIT HIM 
PUBLICLY IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE AND RECENTLY HAS RUN SERIES OF ARTICLES 

IN DAYTONA BEACH NEWS JOURNAL CONCERNING DANIELS CASE. ACCORDING TO MC 
CALL, THESE ARTICLES SLANTED TO POINT THAT MRS. REESE ATTEMPTS TO 
CORR-LINE—2—WD—-S—-V-E-C-TIM-S— 


END OF PAGE THREE 


_ 
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LEAVE IMPRESSION DANIELS IS INNOCENT OF OKAHUMPKA RAPE CHARGE AND THAT 
NEGRO, SAM WILEY ODOM, ALTHOUGH SHE DOES NOT MENTION HIM BY NAME, 
CURRENTLY CONFINED IN DEATH HOUSE AT FLA. STATE PRISON, RAIFORD, FOR - 
SUBSEQUENT RAPE IN LEESBURG, FLA., IS GUILTY PARTY, MC CALL SAID 
ARTICLE APPEARING IN DEC, FIFTYEIGHT ISSUE OF CORONET MAGAZINE 

ENTITLED QUOTE THE LAW OF LAKE COUNTY UNQUOTE, WRITTEN BY ONE WILLIAM 
PETERS, ALSO CITES THIS CASE, AMONG OTHERS, IN APPARENT ATTEMPT To 
DISCREDIT HIM. MC CALL STATED HE HAS BEEN PRINCIPAL TARGET OF 

MABLE NORRIS REESE IN LAKE COUNTY FOR SEVERAL YEARS AND HE IS CONVINCED 
“SHE IS IN SOME WAY RESPONSIBLE FOR CURRENT INVESTIGATION BY FBI. 

MC CALL BASED THIS ASSUMPTION ON FACT THAT FLA. GOVERNOR-S OFFICE 
RECEIVED LETTERS ALLEGEDLY WRITTEN BY MRS, CHARLES DANIELS, VICTIM-S 
MOTHER. REQUESTING GOVERNOR TO MAKE INVESTIGATION INTO THIS MATTER. 
ACCORDING TO MC CALL, MRS. DANIELS LATER ADMITTED TO HIM THAT MRS. 
REESE ACTUALLY PREPARED THESE LETTERS , DELIBERATELY MISSPELLING 
CERTAIN WORDS TO MAKE IT APPEAR THAT SHE, MRS. DANIELS. WROTE LETTERS 
AND THEN HAD MRS. DANIELS SIGN THEM. MC CALL STATED, AS RESULT. 
GOVERNOR-S OFFICE DD MAKE AN INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER AND FOUND 
EVERYTHING SATISFACTORY. ACCORDING TO DEPUTY SHERIFF YATES, HE 
PERSONALLY INTEROGATED SAM WILEY ODOM AFTER ODOM WAS SENTENCED TO 

DEATH FOR LEESBURG RAPE, REGARDING THE KNOWLES RAPE, AT WHICH TIME ODOM 
STEADFASTLY DENIED COMMITTING KNOWLES RAPE. IN SIGNED STATEMENT, MRS. 
PEARL DANIELS, VICTIM-S MOTHER, ADVISED MABEL NORRIS REESE HAS BEEN AID~ 
ING HER IN PUBLICIZING THE CASE OF HER SON AND IN WAY WAS INSTRUMENTAL 


END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 


IN HER ULTIMATELY WRITING FBI RELATIVE TO VICTIM-S PLIGHT. BOTH MR. AND 
MRS, DANIELS ADVISED THEY ARE CONVINCED THEIR SON NEVER LEFT THE RESID- 
ENCE ON NIGHT OF THE KNOWLES RAPE AND BOTH FEEL THEIR SON BEING HELD 
UNJUSTLY AT FLA, STATE HOSPITAL. BOTH ARE OF OPINION THEIR SON FORCED 
CR THREATENED BY SHERIFF MC CALL INTO SIGNING M CONFESSION ADMITTING 
KNOWLES RAPE. IN VIEW OF THE EXTRA ORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING 
THIS INVESTIGATION, UACB BY JAN. FOUR, JACKSONVILLE WILL INTERVIEW VIC. 
JESSE DANIELS AT FLA. STATE HOSPITAL, CHATTAHOOCHEE, AND CONVICTED 
NEGRO RAPIST SAM WILEY ODOM, CURRENTLY CONFINED IN DEATH ROW AT FLA. 
STATE PRISON, RAIFORD. JACKSONVILLE THEREAFTER WILL CONDUCT NO FURTHER 
INVESTIGATION: WITHOUT, SPECIFIC BUREAU REQUEST AND REPORT WILL BE 
SUBMITTED BY:JAN, TWELVE, FIFIYNINE, WHICH IS EXTENSION OF PRESENT 
BUDED OF JAN, FIVE, FIFTYNINE, | oe a 

END AND ACK PLS - 


| 7-15 PM OK FEI WA ™M 


| 


NM 


(aie ROSEN 
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1222-58 
Airtel a 
TREC 5 bfif LI EP S 
: . il 
EX- 136": SAC, Jacksonville 


za ‘From: Director, FBI 
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; JESSE PANELS VICTIM, CR. 


Reference is made "Bureau menorandum to the Civil 
Rights Division dated 124-55, a copy of which was furnished 
to your office, together with copies of other pertinent 
correspondence in the captioned case. 


Enclosed for your information and appropriate handling 
are two copies of a self-explanatory memorandum dated 12-17-58 
from the Civil Rights Division. One copy each of the enclosures 
mentioned in Mr. White's memorandum is attached for transmittal 
to the U. S. Attorney in accordance with Mr. White's request. 


.. The prelininary investigation requested by Assistant 
Attorney General White should be instituted immediately and 
all individuals: contacted are to be advised that it is being 
conducted at the specific request of Mr. White. Appropriate 
authorities are, te be advised at the institution of the 
investigation. - 


Buded 1+5-59, 


Enclosures (11) 


LEC: pm 
(4) |. 2 
Poet rearm es ee ge A Sige 


NOTE: . The Burédu: received! letters fron , the’ mother of the victim, 
copies of which were furnished tothe Civil ‘Rights Division, The 
letter from the victim's mother dated 11-25-58 raised some questions 
as to whether the victim was afforded due process in connection with 
his present confinement in the mental hospital at Chattahoochee, 
Florida. The victim was arrested on a charge of attempted rape and 
Toson__there is a question as to whether le was properly represented by 


Boardman 


Belnott —counsel and whether he was afforded a preliminary hearing. 
Mohr 
Nease 


Parsons Inasmuch as this is not a request for a full investigation 
Tene ne eee General ‘is not being advised, 


~~ MAILED 5 


DEC2 21958 


COMM- FBI 


tema Be enti 


Tamm i & 
| Trotter the ae ho Bb } ~OE% i 
W.C. Sullivan. = gf Re a ’ fe ‘na 
Tele. Room __ i MeN Pes a 
ant) fey 
ELETYPE UNIT [_] Beene 


Holloman 
MAIL ROOM Lf4P “EFTE 


Gandy 
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pur)STANDAAD FORM NO, 64 ae io 
e wo 


Office Memorandum 


o 


4/4 


© UNITED STATES’ GOVERNMENT 


TO Director, : patE: DEC 1 7 1958 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
“WWW:FMD:err 2043 
FROM : W. Wilson White, Assistant Attorney 
General, Civil Rights Division 144=-18-855 
SUBJECT: pasan-* Subjects; af a-/ 
Jesse“Daniels - Victim 
Civil Rights 
Reference is made to your memorandum dated 
December 4, he ' 
os 
OX : Please furnish the United States Attorney 
“— with copies of the enclosures transmitted by your 
memorandum and conduct a preliminary investigation 
of the circumstances of Daniels* arrest, detention 
in jail, confession and commitment to the State 
Mental Hospital. 
x @, 
ae 
ee, cl @ 
ot ae 2 Vie ge 
ay Cee a 
‘ wen on thoy ? 
‘5 
Be) f 
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- Okahumpka, Florida 
Dec. lst. 1958 
Dear Honorable Mr. Hoover 
We wish to thank you Sir for your letter in reply 


to the one I wrote to Mr. Tamm in Miami and We too are 
greatly disappointed that you and your force can not take 


active part in our son's case 


We also wish to thank you for the advice for us 
to apply for aid thru the Legal Aid Society, but please 
Sir, Could you give us an address to write to? as I have 
enquired of city Police, Telegraph office and Post offices 
as to where some one connected to the Society could be 
reached; even asked long distance and information on the 
Phone, and can learn nothing. 


The Bar Association is out Honorable Sir, since 
the Prosecuting Attorney, and Judge that My son would have 
to go up before belong to it, and both are too closely knit 
with the sheriff. They would Rather frame the boy. 


Please Sir, do me the kindness of aparing just a 
few Minutes to read an article in the Dec. issue of CORONET 
Magazine on Page 161 of Law M Lake County, and learn of 
several cases along with My son's case where the Lake Co. 
Sheriff has taken More Power than his due. (s 


We are desperate for help, an attorney, and our 
rights. Christmas is almost here, and our one and only 
child has been shut away eleven Months, so you can emagine how 
we feel. No joyous preparations for us. Could you please 


“. help change that Sir. Thanking you Gratefully - We remain 
_ Sincerely yours. /s/ Mr & Mrs. Chas. Daniels Yalaha Fla. 
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Tolson 
Boardman ____ 
Belmont 
Mohr 
Nease 
Parsons 
Rosen 
Tamm 
Trotter 


7 


Holloman 


Gandy —_____ MAIL. ROOM 


December 4, 1958 


. on > is | 
as a 
es. Gharles Panlels | RE: UNKNOKN~* SUBJECTS; 
General Delivery JESSE@DANTELS - VICTIM 
Yalaha, Florida CIVIL RIGHTS 
Gear lieve. Daniels: 
| As 
Your letter dated November &. 1838, aa FG 

together with ene nag been nee 


i am torumiifing copies of yourMetters 
dated November 17, 1958, and November 35, 1958, 

with copies of the enclosures attached to Hr. a Wilsou 
White, Agsistant Attorney General, Civil Higkte 
Division, Department of Justice, Washington, —P. ¢., 

for hig consideration and appropriate action. 

‘ in the event you desire to inquire further 
concerping this matter, it io suggested you may 
want to communicate with Mr. White. 


Sincerely yours, 


“MAILED 1 


DEC 4 
. 1958 | John Edgar Heover 
__COMM-FBI Director ia 


1 ~ Jacksonville (By separate cover) 
1 - AAG, W. Wilson White (By separate fom 
of ere 


a Meee REC- A) 
“HIE 2Ers 


6B hyp Ne ag ety 4; 
NOTE: 


et 


vita 


oe ay ee : Ae ae ry oe 

Bureau: has recé¥ved two >» leigganc tease 

correspondent, other - of the victim, Jesse Dat 1 

The first letter datéd 11-17-58 was dines t ak 

Mr. Quinn Tamm, apparently while he was at Miami. 

Prig euter was a knowledeed and the correspondent / 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


trae iis DEG 10 i95¢ ¥ ; 


TELETYPE UNIT (_] 
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STS mehee ete 


Mrs. Charles Daniels . 
NOTE CONT'D: | | a ee 


was advised to contact an attorney of her own choosing 
concerning her complaint. Information in the letter: 
of 11-17-58 did not indicate any matter within the | 
jurisdiction of the Bureau. The current letter date¢ 
11-25-58 raises some questions as to whether the, + 
victim was afforded due process in his present — 
confinement for a state charge of attempted rape. | 
There is a question as to whether he was properly 
represented by counsel and whether he was afforded — 
a preliminary hearing. Since this aspect involves 
possible civil rights violation correspondent 's 
letter is being acknowledged and copies of the letters 

are being referred to White for appropriate action. 

The enclosures to the letter of 11-25-58 are a 

series of news articles concerning the victim's 

case, Bufiles contain no information pertinent to 
correspondent or victim Jesse Daniels. “Peo On Boater 
Aer teow be bage 9 ? vibe 1 GLEE Ahekilerraan. & . : ee 

Dawe fe Atttbisugch Weatrinty, Peg ae OE . 

oe a CLi heck (Hep Dauredy. wt Ayo po nde Bae is nak ers 

? yr tn tang Veen Dep ety . bearer cvtgythy ope LCE nee 
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ss conducted in the absence of a specific request from 


Assistant Attorney General December 4, 1958 
W. Wilson White 


bat i Op Director, FSI 
~ hb 


: é Re hey gt fy oy j 
. : ’ ¢- 65 ‘f fa 2 Zt : nds nO oy | ' ee , 
/ OBE UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; ye mF 
; JESSE! NOANTELS - VICTIM, ay: 
CLVIL RIGHTS : 


\ 
nndibsed are copies of @etters dated 
November 17,/195S, and November 25, 1958, together 
eLth: Photostats of the enclosures to the latter 
received from lirs. Cha leafpaniels of Yaisha, | 
Florida. Also EUS LOSS. is’ a copy of my Letter of 
acknowlecgaent. 

fide, oy 

This is being furnished for your inforwation 
ané consideration and no investigation will be 


the Department. 
Enclosures (9) 
1 - Jacksonville (Enclosures - 3 ~ Copy of incoming 


letters dated 11-17-58 and 11-25-58 and Bureau 
reply 12-4-58.) (By 0-25) 


“Nf 
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P yl" Lien 


Tolson an Pie ers 

Boardman —__ ; : é 

Belmont (BY be} 7 

Mohr 4 a ay 
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Rosen 


= —B& DEC 19 yse 


Tele. Room __ 
Holloman 
Gandy 


MAIL ROQM 


[4 TELETYPE UNIT 


HW 43679 Docld:32591035 Page Té 


HW 43679 


* EXACT COPY ; om Pe 


Honorable J, Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. Ce. 


Okahumpha Florida 
Nov. 25th, 1958 


Dear Honorable Mr. Hoover?. 


I am taking the liberty of writing a long letter to 
‘you Sir, in hopes you will spare a little of your valuable time 
in-reading this all the way through, the clippings also, then 
I believe you will understand why I wrote, and will help us. 
We believe this is a case where the F.B.I is needed. 


Our son Jesse is now twenty, but at the time of a 
supposed rape, he was nineteen, a stay at home, shy, nervous 
boy, mentally retarded, gentle, sweet, a Christian, well tho't 
of. aa 


On Dec. 17, 1957, Jesse, three of his boy friends, 
and we the parents, burned off a vacant lot beside our home, 
the boys set fire to a dead tree, the blaze attracted attention 
of another neighbor, he came over and’ invited our son.to go 
pole cat hunting, Jesse did, the man brought our son-home about 
9:30 and came insidé to explain thier fun of hunting, to find | 
the neighbor boys watching TV. We ail watched until the friends 
left us as the news came on. We changed channels and continued 
to watch until sign off at 12:45. I then made coffee and 


- sandwiches. We ate while Jesse played on the floor with a 


plastic modle car putting on spinner hub caps. Wanting to 
finish the toy, We sat talking until 1:15. I sent Jesse to. 
‘bed, his dad went along too, while I cleaned up crumbs & ash 
trays. ; 


We heard the dead tree fall, the boys had set afire, 
that was at 1:18A.M. I told the family what made the crash, checked 


the locks, turned lights out and went to bed at 1:20 A.M, The 


neighborhood dogs began barking after the tree fell. Everything 
seemed peaceful, . 


The morning of Wednesday, Dec. 18 we prepared break- 
fast about 7:30, our son was called by his father, having slept 
thru the night in his single bed in the room with his 70 year 
old permantly disabled world war one veteran father, he is a 
light sleeper, because of his heart and other ailments. When 
the boy came into the kitchen he saw a marked car going past 
our house, and called our attention to it. I sent to the Post 
Office for Mail. and to listen for information as to why deputies 
were going thru our sand street. He rode his bike to and from 
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the- P.O, in a few minutes to say he overheard men saying a 
Negro had raped a white woman, not knowing whom, we three 
wonderingly waited until a neighbor came about 8:30Uto tell 
us the horrible details. - 


We immediately told our son he could now see why 
we were always so careful to know where he is at all times, 
explaining the Negro would be.caught and electrocuted. Jesse 
said he would deserve it.” 


Jesse told us there was a mob around the store &.P.O. 
and two law car's on the clay road, and he.rode between them 
on his way home - which he would never have done had he been 


> OU LOY 


-ever made, 


., askefor didnt come Hecquit. Then we were cal 


Men came past our house in a car about 9 A.M., but 
dogs never. came here or anywhere near here, but traced tracks 
to the depot, and the Negro quarters. Dozens of Negroes 
were taken in for questioning as the woman claimed her attacker 
was a Negro. Never was a white boy or man called in but mine, 
until-- 


Sunday afternoon, 5 days later a couple of deputies 
came to check my son's shoes for a certain mark, told us his 
shoes were not the right size or mark. On Mon. night. 6 days 
later, while our son and his hunter friend was out hunting, 
deputies came again, this time for Jesse, Jesse came in about 
9:30, law returned for him at 9:45 to take the boy, Jesse 
willingly went without hesitating, believing the deputies 
would bring him home that night as promised. No arrest was | 


Tuesday morning we drove to Tavares to see why Jesse 
was not returned and the prosecuting Attorney, his assistant, 
and husband of the woman were, there togather, and told us they 
had questioned the boy until 3:30 but he denied it and had 
made no denegang statement, 


Knowing Jesse had slept in his shorts worn to hunt 
in, I went up town and bought all new clothes, being refused 
permission to see him I sent up the new things. We were told 
the boy would have to stay awhile longer so returned home. We 
were always refused visiting privilages. | 


Never having had any law troubles, even to juvenile 
ones we didnt know the boy needed an attorney so waited. On 
Saturday, 5 days later we heard over the air news of the 
capture and confession of the rapist, and our son's name, an 
hour later here came the sheriff to then belatedly tell us, 
and advise us to get an attorney. We, having no money, but a 
very small Pencion check, turned to our friends: to collect a 
lawyer's fée, one took our $100, made one tri and when $2000 

ieee. the Judge's 
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Office to have an attorney appointed. An exprosecting Att; set 
in his way of prosecuting was chosen for us. The man even 

made the remark he and the Judge always talked a case over and 
all thé Judge had- to do is give a wink:or nod to show which 

way he wanted a case to, go. .I guess that is what was done to 
Jesse, 


The boy never had a preliminary, was taken before a 
Grand jury, without advice of Att., he was next Signed, and =: 


- sealed for the State Hospital without a word from us, Or warn- 


ing. Dr's were not called to give statement, no wittness was 
allowed, 


Now Sir I believe and F.B.I Agent should be sent to 


investigate these things--the husband has bragged to a friend 


of our's about putting up a bunch of money to get the boy 
convicted--Who got the money? Why has two pairs of shorts been 
taken and not returned? Dave Starr', Orange Co. Sheriff's — 
Dept. took a. palm print from the house, and Lake Co, Dept. took 
4 sets of prints from Jesse, yet they havent cleared, Nor 


- convicted the boy, yet. he's shut away same as convicted. He 


was asked to sign a paper he could not read which was the 
confession, says he never confessed by mouth. -Said they cursed 
at him, and refused to read what he. signed. a 


Jesse claims the husband, his brothér: and her brother 
were there with. him, threatening him and one news: paper admits 
the husband questioned the boy to own satisfaction. 


The boy was made to confess. before us by the sheriff, 
repeating word for word behind sheriff. In.the confession he 
had been taught to say he pushed the screen door open, pushed 
so hard till the latch fell--the sheriff told us, and the 
screen does not push inward--it has to pull outward--so there's 
a slip up for them. The boy has only spoken to the woman once 
along in the spring, 7 or 8 months before and never inside the 
house. I've been told a person would have to be familliar wih 


_ the -place:to know the location of stairs and roomssof .the 


people. And the man's own where abouts are unpredctable. 


The attack is supposed to have happened about 12:30, . 
She was uninjured, claimed person to be an unexperienced boy 
judging by fumbling of Act, admitted details to law. We hear 
she called for help about two A.M. and she was afraid to call 
earlier till she heard the car start up and drive off for fear 
he'd come back again, and our son does not drive acar, Hear 
too the Negro was hired to do the crime by her husband, 
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Neighbor's saw our lights on when the tree fell. We 
have over 300 names vouching they do-not believe our son guilty, 
and would. trust the poy if returned home. 


I wrote and wired Gov. Collins many times but after 
his three men came and talked to us, then went to the Prosecuting 
Attorney, then did nothing. Won't grant an interview, nor see 
», that the boy is tried,, released or convicted. Given no chance 
at all. te og . 


Shortly after my son was jailed a series of breaking 
in's, attempted rapes, robberies, and finally a rape was 
.-committed, by an 18 year old Negro, wounded and captured, con- 
fessed to many crimes, his mother told us also to»xcrime our 
boy is held for, to the law, but not to her. The Chief of 
Police in Leesburg where the last crime was done says he's 
confident the Negro did the first too. 


No effort has been made to check the palm print to 
my boy or the Negro, or question the Negro on first. crime. 
He's in Raiford Prison in death row, our son is grieving his 

heart out in Chattahoochee, 


In desperation we wrote to Quinn Tamm at Miami, one 
of the. F.B.1. Agents, but having heard nothing I am humbly 
imploring you to please help my son, see that he gets a legal 
rightful chance before a regular court of law and jury--And 
please try to get a confession from the Negro to make it all 
much easier, 


\ The Negroes mother told a friend of our's the sheriff 
told her this crime would not be put on her son; he'd see to 
that, and when Jesse is finished with in Chattahoochee, he'd 
be put some where else, Why? 


The Dr's told me Jesse could go home if charge was 
removed. They do not give him any treatments, but have been 
working him. He is the victim of 3 attacks of Rheumatic fever. 


Will you please 3 in the name of God and Mercy use 
your Powers invested in you through the F. 7Beil and the trust of 
the People, to see this is investigated and let us hear from 
you right away that it is being done. 


“ Thanking you Kindly we remain 
Respectfully Yours 
Mr. & Mrs. Chas. Daniels 
Yalaha Fla. Gen. Del. 
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? ~ FORECAST 


s Partly, cloudy to cloudy. through 
: ‘tomgr0 ow with a few showers ‘this. 

afternoon ‘and tonight. Continued | 
- cool, North to northwest winds 15-. : 

. 25 mph, Low tonight 56. High to-- : 
11, poe Se 


wee 


“+cive me the. liberty to know, to utter, | 


DAYTONA B BEACH, FLORIDA| 


al ether liberties” Milton oo meee a), 


according to congcieiée “above 


ek 


TUESDAY, ' OCTOBER al, 1958 


Mabel “Norris Reese; who for ihe “past 11. years “has been 
editor ‘of the Mount Dora Topic which she owns. jointly with her 
husband, is Now the associate editor. of The ‘News-Journal.. . She 
brings from Lake County. this series of. 
in’ the annals of Florida 7uri : 
_ Jesse Daniels, a mentally” retarded: ‘white “youth herded” eee 
rape, has been. confined indefinitely in Chattahoochee., He never , 
has appeared, before a. magistrate on the charge; his claim of inno- 
cence has: been ‘heard by no court of law, Despite a confession 
made in jail, his. parents, their friends ‘and Mrs, Reese’ believe. 
the ‘plea of ‘innocence that comes jrom a. childish mind. Where - 


does the truth lie in “The Daniels Story?” : 


By . MABEL NORRIS REESE 
UP IN far North Florida, . the. name ‘of the town of Chatta- 
: hoochee has taken on a stigma: . It is used in, jest and qn seriousness — 
~" not: to refer to the town’ itself, ‘but: to the sprawling institution 


*. that stands to the ‘right. of its entrance from Highway 90. - os 
Tr the minds of many, Chattahoochee * is the. Florida State 


Mental Hospital, and vice versa. And. it is stigmatized: in the minds 
.s of those. not informed on’ mental health as we place. ‘for “orazy’ 
people”: to be stowed away from: society, |’ hy mak ie eee | 
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TO~n 
-one who has. 666M Commurvecunies 
“Chattahoochee” “is. to. be sus- 
pected from now on—he is a 
marked person. He has had to be. 
“insane”. to, have .been ordered 
kept - ‘there, and there is always 
that ‘hard to. conceal . ‘suspicion 


eS 


-to normal-life. . ; 
State of Florida always. should be: 
_absolutely certain that anyone it 
commits to the state’ hospital ‘is, 
_without doubt, a candidate. for 


be a mistake—if someone-is com- 
mitted by error or otherwise— 
then surely the state has allowed 
a grave injustice to be done. 

Over in Lake County. there is 
strong evidence that the State of 
‘Florida has permitted just such.a 
commitment. to’ the hospital for 
_ the insane’ at’ Chattahoochee. 

S00 a : . 


|” JESSE: DANIELS . 


“serving time”. for, ‘another person. 
\, And adding ‘to the strangeness | 
mty—the possible victim, a White: youth, may be. 


of this case-—at- least for race’ 


nN 


ao discious ‘Lake’ © 
>t paying for.a erime.committed “py_asNeeton ects 


x - 4 


illage south 


| "(The youth is. Jesse Daniels of Okahumpka, a ‘tiny, vi 
jes ef Leesburg. Just recently, Jesse “celebrated” his 20th: birthday at 
‘the state hospital., His parents, Mr. and Mrs. “Charles.” Daniels; 


visited him.that day, and they held a pienic on the grounds of the 
. ' hospital, and momentarily their great grief was forgotten as they 
opened -gifts around a. cake with lighted candles. ee, oe 
Jesse has been. at Chattahoochee since last. “March. Before 
that; hé had rot seen his, home for nearly three months, with -most. 
’ .of that time spent in FA Jonely cell in the Lake County jail. 
i r es 5 * ” * . % 
_.. JESSE DANIELS. was committed to- the hospital 
Judge Truman -G. Futch as “insane.” ‘The commitment order did 
" not refer to the charge against him,.nor did it reveal the fact.that a 
: psychiatric report on the youth assumed him guilty of that charge, . 
nor did it say that nowhere in the report was there any designation 
i) + of “insanity.” : ? ye 
That psychiatric 
fit of a trial. by @ 
charge against. him by two doctors who neither had studied the 


report is unique in Florida law. Without. bene- 


“who are, of course, not legally endowed with the right of determining 
‘2 man’s innocence or -guilt—only with the right to determine ‘the 
, state of his mental capacity. ae oe BEE i on 

-- SJesse Daniels stands accused-of rape, In fact, he was indicted 
for the ‘crime of rape by a | 


Lake County Grand Jury last January: 


room snd that he could ‘hear a- recording of his confession being 
played ‘inside. pee tai ot ; 
ae v3 ie ee i oo 
HE SAYS that when he was called into the room to testify, he | 
: told the jury that he was not guilty, but that he was confused, 
afraid, and could not-explain to them why he was not guilty—could 
not tell the grim faced men staring at him why he had made a con- 
fession. Dena : ey 
“The psychiatric report says of Jesse: ‘He ‘shows much: retarda-_ 
tion of all: of his thought processes, and. conceptual thinking 
measured by his drawings places him in about the tenth year level.” © 
When the youth appeared before the Grand Jury he’ had not 
yet: seen an’ attorney; he had not even: consulted with his parents. . 
“He was, literally, a 10 year old facing a potential life or ‘death matter 
alone. : Bde J tos . eee 
Says the: psychiatric report: 
case.was not unexpected: namely, that, he“had a very inadequate 
education and possesses a very low intellectual level. ‘Psychological 
examinations show ‘that the patient is mentally deficient, and that 
he‘is incapable of managing his own affairs.” 5 : 


= 2 7 1 
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toward him should he be returned | 


It would seem, therefore, that.the |, 


such commitment. If there should | 


= 


IF AN-ERROR: has’ peen, committed, then the: victim of it is: |; 


by. Circuit 


jury, the youth was branded as guilty of the. | 


“ evidence: nor -heard any defense. He was “judged” by, psychiatrists - 1 


The youth says he waited outside the. door of ‘the Grand Jury. | 


“The most evident finding in his -|- 


en ee eh 
ee 


ol 


a er ae ; ; x 


to talk with his parents 


a EVENTUALLY, a court appointed attorney: took over Jesse's [} : 
-case, but the attorney was A. P. (Sam) Buie, ex-prosecutor. And, ac-*]§ 
cording to ‘the youth, he used prosecutor tactics as he approached if 
the frightened, confused lad in his jail cell. His first question, ace 
‘eording to Jesse was: “Why did you do it, boy?” os 
Jesse declares. “You confessed, didn’t you?” 
. Jesse still had not had opportunity to his C 
except for a brief, guarded moment in the Lake County jail office— _ 
‘a moment when. he whispered: to shis. mother; _ “Mama, ° rm. not,” 
guilty’. |.” In. that moment. Mrs. Daniels could. not advise him, 
could not forewarn him on how to talk to an attorney, because of a _ 
Sheriff Willis -V. McCall, famed over the nation for his strong race | 
views and for the way he administers justice ih his bailiwick. : 
So Jesse stuttered. badly and his strange mental block became 
more stubbornly fixed that day he tried to defend -nimselt in. the 
American way, employing ‘the- tools of ‘justice inherent in the right | 
to counsel and the presumption’ of innocence until guilt: is proved. 


This. presumption of guilt om the patt of the man sent to help 
promise she had made. — - ee oe ~ 

In order to get to see their son that day, Mr, and Mrs. Daniels. 
He could not make himself clear as the former prosecutor hurled 
questions at him. 3 pore s . 


Ba poetic tate te, 


him further flustered Jesse So that- He probably stuttered, as he” 

often does, when he said: “I’m not guilty!” . : . os 

; “You have to be guilty!” was the next statement hurled at him, 

had-had to swear they would not discuss the case with the prisoner. 

| ce oa a ie : tose a 
THIS PROMISE had been extracted from them by Lake County- 
Indeed, that moment the parents of Jesse had counted: on to be 

‘ the one to clear their son turned out to be more of & passport to. 


Raiford. One point.in the psychiatric report was proved “,.. he is 


incapable of managing his own affairs.” : 
. os 5 : : * e. & Bye we 


a NEXT: The story of the crime. 


‘ toe 


By MABEL _NORRIS REESE, : 
One ‘of. a Series” = 


AS FAR AS: the Daniels are con- 
-cerned, what. did. happen: on’ the |. 
night: of ‘Dee, 18, 1957—the. night. 
that a prominent Lake County 


Whites woman declares- she was 
raped. by an intruder in her Oka- 
humpka_ home? : ; 

-It. is. for this “crime that Jesse 
Daniels. - 20, is: committed‘ to ‘the’ 
State ‘Mental. Hospital at Chatta-' 
hoochee  —' “sentenced”. without 
trial’. - j : 

; That night. was - ‘the “same’ ‘as | 

many: others for the Daniels, for: 
theirs is“a simple life. They: live | 
‘in a tiny,” four room house. in the 
village south of. Leesburg where. 
the. most. prominent ‘decorations || 
- + ,on ‘the- living: room. wall are a 
.. , “God Bless Our Home” motto and’ 

'- an’ enlarged. picture of ‘Jesse at, 

.., the’age of. eight—a bright; happy, 
i seemingly healthy boy. Ges 

'. °: Its the favorite of the pictures’ 
they have of him—for it-was ‘taken |; 
before. the first tragedy of. their: 
‘ lives “befell them. Shortly after it 
was taken, Jesse was stricken with 


« Jesse’s mental. capacity“. faded) 


more. . 


Jesse was a definite case of “men- 
| tal retardation,” and he’ was. vaken 
out of school. |: 

. He ‘became @ pet of his “doting 
‘parents then, their ‘lives, centering 
sbout trying to train him: AS years 
‘settled upon the much older hus- 
“band, a Woorld’ ‘War I veteran with 
a damaged heart, .Pearl Daniels: 
began | -to seek A Way to-‘help the. 
boy-even: if. it “meant giving 
Pp eae 


af ee "3 ‘ 
vA FILE: of letters at: the “house: 
shows repeated attempts. since 
‘1953 to have her son sent to the 
Farm. Colony at Gainesville’ where 
‘hé° could receive technical train- 
ing and bacome self sufficient. She 
had “him. @xamined by 2° psychia-. 
‘trist in Orlando who told her Jesse 
had a strange ‘mental block, but 
gave her definite assurance that 
he. Was: net “dangerous, Wy tes : 
Whe- letters, signed by ‘social 
workeis, the. Farm Colony super~ 
intendent ‘and Governors—Acting 
‘Gov. Charley Johns and ‘Goy.: Col-' 
“Vins—all made promises that some=_ 
thing would: be done for Jésse — 
when there was’ room for him, In’ 


: theumatic fever,. and ‘he almost 1956, the parents gave up~. trying, 
died. ‘There were two more attacks for” Jésse ‘could not be trained | on 
. after that, and with each ‘of ‘them, | ‘promises, i 


he. 


‘Anyway,. says: “Mrs.: Daniels, 


By: the time’ he was 16, was, appearing to. be so much. \ went to the. kitchen for: sandwiches 


Could 


“brighter. He ‘pad. ‘taught him ‘ata ‘softer, 


Jesse ‘ate. hig from a 


self to play. the guitar. and a little | plate on the floor as: he coritinued, 
homemade. violin—he even ‘aecom-=. 


pahied his niothér a’ few -times 
when she sang at their church, 


| And he had taken to -wood carv- 


ing, making’ ‘models. ‘of. boats and 
cars. He said often:: “I “wish I 
could be: @ mechanic and. ‘just’ "work 


on: cars all the time." 
. * of e # 


IN FACT, Jesse was: ‘working on 


one of those little model cars: or 


the -night of Dec.. 18, -his -parents: 


claim. He may have £ been working 
on it” ‘atthe very: «moment - a man 


was lurking © ‘around’, the 


not there as ‘an ‘interided: ‘Victim 
returned from an, evening, in Leés- 
burg. eo Wee 


“pig 
house”.up the main road, watching. 
to‘ make certain @ husband was 


Mrs. Daniels ‘says. ‘she. and: “her: 


that. ‘night, and that two ‘neighbor |, 
boys: “were: visiting, Jesse. : : They 
watched fora while, too; and “then 
the boys left ‘as the -11 pan, news 


came on. _ Jesse, says Mrs. Daniels, 
“squatted ., ‘on thie floor ahd’, began 
putting “Spinners” on the ‘Wheels: 


of his-newest model car, ‘and the 


parents’. continued . to. watch the 
| flickering entertainment. The late 


‘show- came on,. and Pearl “Daniels 


ee 


TaLAuA tit gatapniaeaaeacesaeias reassess 


‘husband were \watching’, television: 


now!” 


to labor. over: ‘the tiny: pieces of 
aluminum. : 

7 The show: énded,: and’ Mrs. Daht 
iels* Says. she looked at the’ clock: 
“Good heavens, it’s 20 after : at 
‘Jesse,-.off ‘to’ bed with es 


: JESSE SLEEPS ina room. with 
his father, - with about :three. ‘feet 
‘of. “space, between: the “tO. old fash- 
ioned beds. The ‘one Jesse occu- 
pies squeaks loudly ‘as ‘one sits on 
it, for :the’ Daniels,. living on. a 
‘veteran’s pension, can’t afford. box 
springs. |. : 


Says .the father: “Tm a. ght: 
sleeper—with iny: heart liké it is,. 


Tm. awake’ a.half dozen: times in 
‘the night. If, that boy had gotten 
out of that: bed, I'd’ surely have 
heard him.” fas 

“Says. Mrs. Daniels:.. “Nand -an> 


other thing. If ‘he ‘had slipped out 
and gone: up to that. house, and 


then tried to sneak back in,. oir. 


dog ‘would have ‘barked at him un- 
til hé found out. ‘it was Jesse. “And 


if he had been out, there would’ 


have been sand on ‘his - -shoes— 
‘we'd have seen it. : : “ft 


just wouldn’t nave been possiblé 
for him to do it without us hear- 
ing him—for Charlie-and I have 
trained. ourselves to. hear his every 
i move because ‘of his ‘sickness.” a 

. : koox ‘A 

‘SHERIFF WILLIS ‘McCALL, 
their antagonist’ in “this strange 
case, assures them that it ‘hap- 
pened ‘thus, however.’ He says the 
boy “told, him he sneaked out of 
the house and ‘sneaked back in, 
He-did not answer their questions 
‘about the shorts. 

Mrs. Daniels says ‘that it-was on 
‘Sunday. night, five days after the 
‘crime, that a Deputy showed up 
at. their home ‘and politely said he 
wanted to: take Jesse into Tavares, 
the county, seat, to “ask. him a few 
questions.” The- parents were 
startled, but’ reassured. ‘as Jesse: 
willingly steped forward to go, ; 
saying: “Sure, Pll go. I. -haven’t 
-| done anything, and I want -to help. 
‘get the man who. did it. After ‘all, 
my mother’s a woman.” : 

- The ‘parents’ said the Deputy 
promised to bring Jesse back. “in 
;@. little , while,” and they : waited 
‘up for him.” They waited up all 
‘night, though: their anxiety: was 
stilled somewhat by the supposi- 
tion that the. Deputy -had~ taken 


“The person who. did- this -is’| the. boy home-with him for the 


supposed * to have: left. his shorts 
atthe ‘scefte. . Well, it’ so ‘happens 


| that Jesse sleeps in “his ‘shorts and: 
‘puts on clean ones when he. gets, 


‘up in the morning. He was wears. 
ing shorts when-he got. up that 
next’y morning, and I’d ‘swear they: 


lrest of the night:. At. dawn they, 
jate.a hurried breakfast and drove 
to the ‘Courthouse. to. wait’ for’ the 
Sheriff's, Office to open. eo 

“They could: learn, nothing there, 


but. in the hall they. met State 
Attorney -G. G., Odnam- Jr. and 


wére. the,’samie ones. But. suppose: his’ assistant, John McCormick, 


ihe did do -it; and had-left his: at 
When he got home). 


the scene. 


then, ‘he would have had to. move 
‘outs the ‘ironing hoard _that ‘stands 
against’ the’ bureau “-where his 
| shorts are, opened: the drawer to 
‘get. clean ones—all.. of this in the: 
| dark;.“mind . you.’ 


Believe “me, it 


‘and they. ‘learned that Jesse was 
in. jail.” ‘They. were told ‘he had 
(said nothing yet to implicate. “him, 
but. that -the Sheriff. wanted . 

‘hold him a little while tones ; 

on EVEN. HAD. eREY known their |; 
rights (under ‘law, the . Janieis 
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t could not have: gone afte 
torney. They’ ‘have ‘money. 


, JESSE DANIELS. 
Nena at age. 8 


the, bare necessities. of life. | 


~ They wen 


‘for the promise (o) 


be kept—if 


t home again..to’ 


belatedly. 


They hheard..no more. of 


|son until Saturday when Sheriff 
‘McCall arrived to anno 


Jesse had. confessed. 


~BYy then, - 


“Jesse” had “been 


f the De ge to 
ancy tice in Lake County... 


umeenthaty 


pepe BEACH i iG NEWS” 


Thurs., Oct.23, 1958 | 


a 


Urges Integration. 


ATLANTIC CITY, N: J. ES 
The New Jersey” synod of the 
| presbyterian Church in the: U.S.A; 
urged “member: churches’ to-en-. 
courage Oey, integration . in the 

housing field. 

: “Legislation will ‘come! {which i 
will outlaw discrimination.” invallst 
areas of: ‘community life and. which 
will grant equal rights and oppor 
tunities to all our citizens,”: 
a report adopted at: the 136th ‘ane 
‘nual synod meeting. |. 
“|- The department on! social ed 
‘cation and action “wrote the ; 


ee eg 


fined in jail for five. nights and* 
four days’. .. the longe 
mentally retarded: boy. ever "ti 
been, denied the guidance: ‘an 
counsel: of ‘His parents. 

“Tt wasn’t until he finally” aS 
sent to Chattahoochee . that SSE 
told, his parents about’ those i 


ran’ at- 
eal a ‘nights - ‘and. four’ “days: without 


them. : 
‘ 7 . ° 


it, | 
a Next: “The strange course of Jus 


Aheir 


“cons: 


ee 
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ul rs ¢ f. ustic 2 


Wp 2 . One of a Series CaN | , 

|_.NUMBED BY the shock .of hav- ae 
ing their son lodged in jail on a DAY 
charge ‘of rape, ‘and with an al- ae 
j-leged confession - “making guilt : i 
seem certain, Mr. | and Mrs . 
Charles. Daniels went ‘back to! 

their little home in Okahumpka 

to face the, horror of imagining 
him strapped_in the electric chair. 


The Jesse B 


- By MABEL NORRIS’ REESE 


Fri, Oct. 24, 1958 


TONA‘ BEACH EVENING NEWS 


: a. : : —— - some 3 3 Wr, tee ae ee 
ee gel grr aera me Penne poe" PARENTS ND ACCUSED IN-RARE IN\ 
; the death, sentence is | a ae 2 Me ony _ Ne Bharat 
| supposed to be mandatory for thé’ | ao Charles, Jesse and Mrs. Daniell 
neers no-White ‘man has | Po ae pate ha Ns ee Ses 
aver, Cr Alaeleoh Led ege thes pee Selamneten gig mere = ee Lote Peahce ae 
ae erecingeted, tes “the. Fjailed son. The first time they orable Governor, that the, Sheriff fa! 
“ie ad shige aa F t to see him—after his. four| subject us to the torture of hear- | th 
For a time, their. fri Serene wen : re Dee? subject. tort \ tb 
t : friends rallied | days .and five nights in jail be- |, tele pean \ 
. promi : : to ‘this crime? | th 
a oe end One prenen! fore the alleged confession—they- ing, our son confess to “uals, eal 
ar ble eir- part of ‘the county } roughly were ordered out because It was given sentence by: sent nce f 
ener to be treasurersof a7. Mrs.‘ Daniels had said; “Son, wel: . - exactly like an obedient child | he 
| stirred te a tcnig Fund. Hope: i believe you. . .” This, they wele reciting his well: learned, lesson.”. 
ants and Tae earts of the par- told, violated their promise not to|. “4 strange aspect of this, confes- 
eo cecal ey went, to. Inverhess | : discuss the case. with, him. \ a iew heard has’ not ca eeen 
a Shue one afew days iater the right 10). thiey. heard fas, not, yo# Be 
ainent defense attorney. He ac-)' | see him was denied thém. pluntly. explained by McCall. Tn. it, the 


cepted their fee to conduct # pre-||. JESSE WAS scheduled to "go a Y.| youth, said that the ‘rape. victim 
oe _ investigation, and in a: before County Judge.W. Troy Hall Te a ee a aig wee called: to him in the darkness, us- 
ie ee he. told them kindly that :| Jr. early in January for a prelim- | agors’ of the jail pegrudgingly ing her husband’s name: “is that 
ne ae take the_case, but that , inary hearing, and. there was not’ were opened to them, and they you?” Ross 
. Pie d have to chave a’ fee of.|| time to raise funds prior to this finally had. a moment with. Jesse’ ‘The youth, according to the 
2000 for the eutive defense, [| hearing, In “all. Wandness, 18 ; esse |. cression, replied: “No, it’s Jesse |. 


Though the amount is not ex- |: Judge promised to postpone the. pa pars a lurked ea Daniels,” and he then quoted the 
2, woman as saying: “Isn't it rather 


orbitant ‘for such capital case: hearing until he returned from @! pearl : 

: . ‘case ‘ ot Z 3 

it floored the parents wha live ee necessary trip ‘to Tallahassee that rae ee ake this session that late for you to be calling?” 
a pension. of less than $100 a week, thus giving the parents more | Jesse: whispered,. “Mama, tm. not| = ‘ ; Be Se 


month, They turned agai time to secure defense funds. : i ; : : THE PARENTS had «promised 
| their - friends—to . the pine The day Judge ‘Hall left, the eu ae ene uae : peices not to say @ word during the con- | 
_ treasurer—and" they found his parents received. another blow. nares ree aly oe y cae aoe €lS| ression, nor to question Jesse aft- 
door closed to, them. x 1 || State Atty. G. G.- Oldham Jr.|° Cee re. . \erward, nor to discuss it at all, 


Peerage eemmm rere unas toe the eee Ge Cucult| aIME “AND AGAIN, eo BO ey eee Jeme nad yen ls 
contesion, “and to hear’ ae pene land asked’ that ‘a ‘special “Grand es Shee eS tee o name, then why was he not 
oe peo j_amainst “a {|| ety be summoned to hear the | raising the. Scofield fee. Finally, eae for the crime the next 

nd had “always known as “ _ @: oa ail vey ‘ape ng? ae 
good, kid--why, -he wouldn’t h a}}|.°9S snout benefit “of, attorney,.| desperation, they appealed % |" Instead, the | Sheriff admitted 
a fly!” y in’t hurt.| ‘hout even’ consulti me with is Gov. ‘Collins, and their three page| 4" ee ce that’ Jesse 
.. -Othersh. among... -the..... Daniele’ parents “young Bas, ax hustle chatged that thelr son had.) Sas. ee Say White ene Pies 
‘friends remiined ‘1 he. Maniels’s | jeq before, the Grand’ Jury, wheré, | Peo": prainwashed” into confess- | 05 suspects to be questioned. ‘One| 
; _loyal—but with gon aes y, where, | ine, The Governor, sent three. in- suspects to be question tes 


their morales; not their money. Toh he says, the recording of his con- | vestigators | to Okahumpka, and Negro mother said over 30. Negro 


date, moré than 200 persons have fession was played. ene , aa *| men, including children -and the 
signed an affidavit déelaring “they Judge Hall, hearing in atta [0% fo, nouns they that, no of aged, had been hauled to, the court- 
will -gladly welcome young Jesse chassee of the planned bypassing ane of he law yet had heard house for questioning... - “a 

back into ‘their.’ community—to | + of his court,, commented: “T have |inat nocourt hod pean permitted - It is not knowh Whether “this |} 
entertain again their children always felt that in the spirit of | to, hear.: However, that was the strange part of the corifession’ is 
with his music and to walk again justice, it was important to. hold & | yac¢ the “parents heard from the: in the one recorded for the Grand 
with their little girls down coun- ; || preliminary hearing to determine | i vesti G on they too apparent- Jury and traviscribed for the psy- 
try lanes. | |the merits of the evidence.” But eee Pesca ane apparemg | chiatrists, at the State Mental Hos- 
a z the case was Now out of his hands Be i confession. | pital, for that confession never 

—for-~Jesse Was indicted. ~ In mid- January the parents has been made public. And when 

eS 8 are / ‘ 4S | at last Judge Futch called a hear~ 


Reamer utd denly- -admitted th 
~ NOW.BEGAN the parents’ long ree eo Seige ‘a ee Ree ing to take the parents’ plea of 


battle for - even the. simplest of | ¥ wa : if insolvency, McCall would .allow no 
 justice—the right ‘to visit ‘their, a pes haaee ve aes = reporter to speak to the boy. In 
|_ same the annals of justice, the. parents : 

i ‘were forced: to listen,. without in- 
terruption, to a son make a con- 
‘\ fession of a capital -crime. 

* eal 


SHERIFF WILLIS McCALL 
guided _ the mentally .. retarded 
youth in confessing that he had 
raped a prominent Lake County 
woman’ a-~- month before — Mrs. 
Daniels says McCall ‘prompted re- 
peatedly with: “Now tell how you | 
“did” this and “Tell how you did” 
that, Mrs: Daniels later wrote to 
‘Gov. ?Collins: “Is it} proper, hon- 
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be 


fore him, the boy. said: “It's 


cio ett Be a 
guilty — you cones didn’t 
you?” : 2 ; 
-Buie, ° however, genilbed the 
parents he would save their son 
from the electric chair. “Speaking 
confidently of his friendship with 


to the mental hospital Feb. 6—a 
child :at-heart, a youth who never 


‘had. been accused ‘of any misde- 


meanor or crime, be fore—and. 


‘there he was contined in.a ward 
of men who..screamed and paced, * 


the corridors’ aimlessly. ” 
It was here that I had opportu- 


nity to’ talk with him for the first 


time, and’ for. two hours I listened 
to him ‘pouring. out the story that 


had not yet béen told before a. 


bar of justice, and telling of ‘his 


Jove: for music and for creating - 


tiny automobiles from wood. 


Judge ° Futch, he told them notP. wis story of those five nights. 


to worry any more—their. _ son 


would be saved. The Daniels put 


their trust in his hands. 
It was.in early February, that 


Buie took Mrs. Daniels with him 
to talk. with the boy, and together 


they heard Jesse sav: “I’m not 
guilty.” As Buie’ waved a type- 
written copy: of the confession a> 


punch .of lies—mama, they. k 
asking me 80. many Ges 
got confused.” ” 

Pan * ” 


“AT THAT MOMENT, the way 


had beer: paved-—-without.. knowl- | 


edge of the parents-—for. Jesse to 
be sent’ to” Chattahoochee . for a 
mental. ‘examination. He was sent 


and. four days in jail. before the . 


confession is a harrowing ‘one. 
He: told it simply: “You know 
what, they kept me up. until 3:30 
that ‘morning asking me questions 
—they treated me like I was a 
big ‘joke, and kept laughing at 
me .-. ; they made me’.take’ off 
my. shorts, ‘and they kept’ them 
.. yes ma’ am, Mr, McCall” came, 
to the cell door... J was sure 
scared... and then “Mr. 


[came in “and: the swore at me...’. 


she had so mst hi aE: in his 

hand... 
ce aa a) ca 

‘NEXT: “How Jesse Daniels was 

committed to the State: Mental 

Hospitel at Chattahoochee. 
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By. MABEL. NORRIS REESE 
- One’ of a Series of. Siz.) 


IT WAS on March -14 that Jesse- 
Daniels -formally was- committed to. 
the State “Mental: Hospital at. 
Chattahoochee—“sentenced” ‘for a 
crime. that: Had never been aired in: 
a ‘trial “wherein ‘his. defense could 
be presented, 

It was: a strange heaving. The 
Judge, Truman G. Futch of the. 
Fifth’ Judicial Circuit, and the at-. 
torney he vhad _appointed, A.-P. 
(Sam) Buie,-former State Attorney 
for the:circuit, Held’a conference 
prior ‘to vits~start,; and for the 
first time ‘Buie- saw the. four page, 
single, space report from the two 
psychiatrists he had- asked to Study 
the ‘accused. - 

While he ‘was. jeaaine it: ‘in “the. 
Judge's chambers, ’Futch. asked. his 
secretary to bring -him the “com- 
mitment’ order.” He.” glanced 
through the document that already 
was prepared , to- seal: young 
Daniels’ -fate. - 

Then : before’ the: hearing began, 
Futch,.Buie, Staté Attorney- G. G. 
Oldham. Jr. and.an ‘attorney rep- 
resenting. thé victim’ of the Oka- 
humpka rape ducked .out of ear-. 
shot of reporters, and. held a con-. 
ference. 


eR Ok 


' MEANWHILE, in the courtroom, 
Jesse sat at the witness table, a 
guard beside ‘him... In the Grand. 
Jury box.a little. to his. right sat 


¢ 


The Jesse. Daniels Story—V 


/-client.. 


‘Sheriff Willis “McCall. The: youth 
was trying obviously not to look 
at Him—his head: would. ‘jerk back: 
and his eyés would lower as’ a, 
jaugh orbit of conversation drew 
his attention:- 

_ As-the hearing opened, Buie an- 
nounced to the court that he felt 


clit -was’ unnecessary. to call the Q 


doctors’. who ‘had’ examined. the 
defendant to appear as witnesses. 
He ‘tapped the examiners’ report 
and”: said: “Tt have read, and 


‘port, and I join with-them inthe 
statement they have. made.” lie: 


He praised the ‘two - doctors 
highly, - but. said. naught: of his 


s * 


verdict, praised Buie.. . And’ then. 


tones the. prepared verdict ‘that 
“insane.” 

“No one: asked. Jesse: ‘or: his. par- 
ents. if they, wanted the -.doctors, 


-agreed or disagreed . “with the 


no more proof: of ‘insanity than, 
an unproven charge that he had: 
committed a crime, and- with a 
‘strange confession as the only 
-evidence: against - him. . 


to be confined until “this court”: 
‘a crees that -he ‘may. be. released, . 
* ia 
: WHAT or” “THAT: “psychiatric. 
rep rt on which: the’.court based 
its tease and prepared” an ‘order 
before.any testimony was taken?-' 
It's a strange: document. The 


most startling “thing. about it is | 


‘that two, psychiatrists, whose field 


is unrelated to law, judged Jerse, 


to ‘be guilty. 


- “Prom the information. fur-: 


‘nished the writers, consisting of 


studied. : very carefully, their re-- 


he proceeded to read’ in. sonorous. 


declared Jesse Daniels, 19, 0 be i 


called... No on: asked: them if they: 


findings. about -the~boy who’ had: 
had no ‘chance to be heard, and | 
_ | who was being judged insane with. 


las DAYTONA BEACH, EVENING NEWS ; 


low , Boy Was Adjudged Insane’ | 


a photestatic. copy of the state- 
ment . ‘made, by the patient, just 
after his arrest, it would appear 
“that he. gave a. quite descriptive 
account of his behavior that ‘hight 
which would indicate that he had 
performed the:.act with*.which -he 
pis charged,’ ud Says: the: report. 

According to ‘State- Attorney 
‘Oldham and-his assistant, Rae 
McCormick, ‘Daniels made” 

statement “just after: his meee” 
‘They told: Mr... and’“Mrs, «Charles 
‘Daniels the morning-after’ the-ar- 
-rest.. that. Jesse -had made’: no 
‘statement yet, -but~ that the 
;Sheriff - wanted to. ‘quéstion him 
“a, little more.” “He. was confined 
‘five. nights, and. ‘four’ days before 


-| the. confession: was announced. . 
. JUDGE FUTCH, ‘prefacing “his | d 


ae ae 


MOSTLY: THE. YOUTH’ ‘with a 


child’s mind was “bélittled -in - the 


report ‘for His ehildishness. om 
lack.of education. ._- 
. “He. also“ mentioned’ “pnad: he 


t slept with a ‘teddy bear’ and had 


‘heen doing. so. .siice childhood, 
and that ‘he’ saw. nothing wrong 
with. continuing: sto. “do: ‘80, ” ad 
the report... En 

And later: “Ty an effort, ‘to show 
that. he. did have no connection 


“ whatever with any rape case, he’ 


stressed the fact that he had never 
had any sexual relations with any 


Instead; the Judge -ordered the: 
tall, bewildéred. youth to ‘be taken 
by the. Sheriff..to ‘Chattahoochee: 


girl, and that..only occasionally 
would he ever even take .a girl to 
the movies in’ Leesburg. His de- 
scription of how. he- would, meet 


a girl in Leesburg: ‘and take ‘her to. 


the. movies: was quite childlike.” 


The, report, found the: youth to: 


{have an T. Q.of. 60. It spoke of his 
confusion. over. time: he: “guessed” 
he’d been. in: jail” for.10 “days, it 
said, whereas, “as a matter of fact, 
he : must have stayed in dott for 


more than six: “weeks. 2 
s- “ye cn te gee 


‘this: Jesse had spent -more’ than 
six weeks in. the Lake County Jail 
‘—incommunicado, Even.-his par- 
ents were barred from: ‘visiting 
him, vand it was after: this experi- 
ence of being separated from. their 


‘constant protection: for the first 


time in ‘his life. that he-was::sub~. 


| jected to a-mental. examination. . 


The - report belittied ‘nis lack of 
knowledge about money=-perhaps. 
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+} evidence: of idélusions” nor halluci~ 
| nations:. were, elicited - “throughout 


‘than five minutes, vand’ with’ the 
‘report not even read for’ the ben- 
efit of . ‘the- parents .to-whom ‘no 


THE pocroks were, scorer in |: 


‘was sent _to Chattahoochee, 


‘fined a virtual child for a .crime. 
‘committed by .a man, 


-incidents.”. 
| White; the ‘at is _Negro. 


“Mon, Oct. 21, 1958 | 


| 


without knowledge of. the fact that 
there is very little. money -in. the || 
Daniels’ family to give a 3 child for}, i" 
spending, : 

With no. tangible . evidence 
against him—other than. a confes- 
Sion; obtained trom.. a ‘retarded 
mitid—the report ‘said in another }| 
section ‘that Jesse: fails -to realize 
‘ne must “prove” his: defense. 4 “He 
seems unable to realize that che 
must: convince -others ‘ofthe Téa 
soniablenéss of his ony it de~ 
clares, °. * : 


a 

oe ey eee cs t 
IN, ITS “WINDUP, : the’ report |; 
found Jesse: tobe “mentally defi-~ 
cient to: such a degree that he is 
incapable of managing his.own af- 
fairs’... is, daboring ‘under such 
defective - ‘Yeasoning as. not to. fully 
appreciate, the nature. anhd™ the 
quality ‘of the’ act with which he’ 
is chargéd.” It ‘used no’ terms. re- 
lated. to. _nsanity, ° Suich” as “une 
sound in mind’... delirious. * Ini 
fact, the: report ‘said, “no definite 


the interviews, and there was’ no 
evidence that the’ patient. had at 
any time in’ tHe “past lost fontant 
with his environment. a, 

It referréd | to. no record of. ins 
Sane acts ‘on. ‘his part; nor: of any: 
marks ‘against him“even -for mis- 
demeanors,. It. could not,. becatise 
the youth has.a. ‘Spotless record as 
a child and:as a juvenile, He had 
never seen.a jail. until the. night he 
was. taken. in. for ‘questioning con- 
cerning the. Tape. case. | 

‘Yet * from ‘this © assessment; - of 
Jesse, he. was judged insane. at 
the Lake County ‘Courthouse - in 
a: hearing that lasted little. more 


copy of it had been supplied.; -' 

Ina few minutes, Jesse.‘ was 
whisked.‘ away -from his tear 
Streaked mother, .and. next day: he- 


THE ‘CASE Apparently “ Was 
closed, ‘and the. Sheriff's. Office 
evidently filed -away, another case 
as “solved.” -For/ there. was no 
effort. made:.to- find -other ‘SUS- 
pects, ‘to. make sure that. a -rapist: 
was “not. at large, . trée to: strike 
again. ~ 

And: then Be Trapity struck. 

» -remains wyet-.to. “be.-proved 
whether the word -“again?” ‘should 
be. joined. - to - the., above. If .: so, 
then the. State- of Florida, - as rép- 
resented in ‘Lake County, has. con- 


If this. is ‘so,. the”: grave..error 
is: further, compounded—for-. Lake. 
County with its . record ‘of - “race 
For the: “child”. is: 


NEXT: 


2 Ey 


ee eee Se ee 


: ‘Another teks. County -— 
Bene Case. . 


| The Jesse Daniels Story-VI 


_ By MABEL NORRIS REESE | 
Last of @ Series 
THE SECOND Lake County 
rape case, within three and a half 


months was preceded afew nights 
- pefore by & near assault on @ 
-- woman who' lives just. a block 
from. the scene of the December |. 
crime for “which young Jesse Dan- 
jels is “serving @ term” as a 
ntal patient. 
Oa fie instance, Mrs. Opal How- 
ard, a woman about the same age 
as the first victim, was roused by 
a noise one night in March to find 
‘4 man bending: over her. 
piercing seream roused her hus- 


’ -band—lying completely covered by 


A el 


i 


plinkets beside her—and the man’) 


fld. She could not tell if the man 
Ws White or Negro. 


the Sheriff's Office gave only 


“pefunctory ‘attention to -the .case 


—ut. it. did question possible sus- 


pets. And all of. oa were Ne-. 


gies, : 


‘Dbember crime, it was a Negro 

had attacked the prominent 

Lte . .County .woman who then 
lijd in. Oahu 
ag * 


ESS THAN a week. after this 


‘ Her ident—in which no arrests were 


ime—a 62 year old Leesburg 


| winan was accosted in her home 
| ealy one morning, - and forced to 
sumit to her assailant. She gave 
th alarm at once, and within 10 
mhutes Leesburg police caught a 
| Nero running through. the orange 
grive behind her home. 

The victim positively identified 
him, and: the prisoner—wounded 
-byja, shotgun. blast that felled him 


in the grove—readily confessed to’ 


the crime. Laboratory: tests were 
‘made and evidence substantiated 
the confession—given.. in this” in- 
stance to Leesburg Police. Chief 
W. L. (Bil) Fisher: within min- 


utes after, the crime, 


: : humpka—who — 
\ytone’s throw. of the 


Wiley ‘Sam Odom, - 18, of Oka- 
lives within Ja 
“big house’ 


\Athe first rape victim—was tried 
\e : 


Snel = 


ecording to first reports on n the: 


3+ 


convicted, 
He has been! sentenced to die in 


ne electric: chair. 
.. ar * ¥, 


by a jury and speedily 


AGAIN, the court had appointed 
an attorney to defend an. accused. 
Attorney W. M. Kennedy of Mount 


cases of Negroes; and he fights in 
their behalf;.He pleaded: to the 
jury to consider’ the fact. that 
young Odom had had to quit the 
Negro school, hé -had. attended to 


‘lack, of education and ‘under- 
standing of right and wrong were 

‘factors to be taken into consider- 
ation, Kennedy’ insisted. 


But the jury turned a deaf ear 
‘to his pleadings, In just-six min- 


male jury returned, its verdict, and 
shortly thereafter Judge -Futch 
sentenced Odom to die. 

The case has been ‘appealed by 
Kerinedy,’ and is. to be argued’ in 
the “State Supreme . Court: in No- 
vember. ds 


1k * A 


MEANWHILE, . Lasburs was 
torn with doubt. With Odom’s: ar- 
rest, a series of crimes.and near 
crimes. in that area have-come to 
an end. Police Chief Fisher says 
‘that: fingerprints have. linked 
Odom to one of these, and he adds 
that ‘the youth told him: ruefully: 
“That’s the’ ‘only one of them 
where I forgot’ to wear gloves.” 

/° The crimes’ involved breaking 
‘and entering: with apparent intent 
to rapé—with screams fightening 


tom” incidents, 

“We haven’t‘had one such crime 
since Odom: was arrested,” ‘;said 
Fisher recently. Prior to that, he 


Dora is accustomed to taking 


go to. work. while yet. a boy. His- 


utes of deliberation, the all White, 


the intruder away—and “peeping 


Wig 
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said his force had been plagued 
with calls from. frightened: women 


since mid-December. 


There have been no. more sex 
crimes in Okahumpka either. 


Chief Fisher: points out the fact 


that there are similarities in the 


two rape cases: 'In both; the as- 
sailant partly undressed before en- 
tering the rooms where the as~ 


“saults occurred, he declares, Both 


occurred with no protective hus- 
band on hand, indicating a “cas- 
ing” to make certain of, reasonable 
safety. 

In the second Okahumipka- case, 
Mrs, Howard’s husband, .Grady, is 


absent until’ late ‘at night.on many, 
occasions, The couple. believes the 


intruder: thought : he was absent 
that. night. At any rate, .their 


‘tiny, cabinlike home is not one ‘to 
invite intrusion with ‘robbery . as 


the motive. \ : 
Cr ae 

. AS IN the case of young ‘Dan- 
iels, the press was barred from 
questioning Odom -while- he was 
lodged in the Lake County Jail. 


o 


No statements were issued about. 


him—in fact,. his case was given 
a silence treatment completely 
foreign’ to the office that gloats 
over the “crime- record” -of Ne- 
groes. 


No’ one knows whethér ‘Odom: 
was questioned ‘after ‘the Leesburg: 


crime on his ‘possible: implication 
in the Okahumpka one. Fisher did 
not. get opportunity ‘to go into that 


case, for it is out of his jurisdic-| 


tion. And since it was he who at- 
tempted to ‘unseat, ‘McCall: ‘in the 


1956 electioh—and': came hear to 


doing so—he drew away from any 
implication that' he. might be 
“playing: politics.” 


ake County 


He assumed that Odom ‘would j 


be investigated as a suspect in the 


“Okahumpka case because of the 


similarity between the two crimes. 


It is known that no fingerprints. 


were. found: at the Okahumpka 
shome that could ‘be. tied to either 
Odom or Daniels, ‘yet the Orange 
County Criminal Investigation Bu- 
reau obtained a palm print at the 
scene, It was turned over to the 
Sheriff of Lake County accord- 
ing to the: ustial procedure when 
‘the bureau is called in to aid its 
neighboring county that is not 
equipped for such investigation. . 

* * # ah Bg 


WHAT HAS become of this print. 


-hever has been revealed—no one 
knows whether it matches any 
Suspect. The Sheriff positively re- 
fused to answer reporters’ ques- 
-tions about any evidence he might 
have against young Daniels. It is 
in.this evidence that truth may: be 
‘locked away from the public. 


Truth also is locked away in 


one of two other places—either in. 


the death cell at Raiford or in a 
ward of tHe hospital for the insane 
\at Chattahoochee. 


Is it in the story told to me by 
_desse Daniels in that ward—a' sto- 
ry of five harrowing nights in 
the Lake County Jail—a story 
that must be told by him. before 
a court: of law before it “can. be 
made public? 


Or. is it confined to the \ death : 


cell within the mind of a young 
Negro? 

“Mr, and Mrs. Charles ‘Daniels 
wait in heartbreak to find where 


‘the truth lies, for'in their pathetic 
| son they have invested all that is 


ay 


worth sha ore 


ae — : 


See aan a 
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By MABEL: ‘NORRIS. ‘REESE 

: ‘One ‘of a- ‘Séries 

“1r WAS ‘on: ‘the’ night: of Dec: 18,: 
1957, that a prominent, Lake Coun-: 
ty woman, living. in’ the: village of. 
‘Okahumpka, ‘gave the alatm'a man: 
thad broken ; ‘into’ her- home? ‘and: 
igriminally assaulted “her. © hh & 
- Though “Mr.. and’. Mrs. :Charles 
‘Daniels. and theif .son’ Jesse ‘live 
less than a ‘half - mile. - from. the’ 
scene of .the- crime, they,’ say’ they: 
Knew nothing of. the: turmoil: that: 
exploded in. the village: in- the-mid-' 
dle of the night. The reason they 
did not know: ‘The’ barking dogs, - 
the shouting: men: and the -flashing’| € 
lights. were ‘all-in the. opposite di+ 
rection from their. house. >. 

It. “was to- the Negro . quarters | 
of. Okahumpka: that: the: Deputies: 
had turned. ‘The. ‘victim “had said. 
that. her attacker. was a, Negro. 

' Yet today: 20. year old: Jesse Dan-. 
niels. is. in the State Mental! Hos- 
pital at. Chattahoochee, nominally’ 


crime* hrough which. the. Boe! 


the. sound. of: ‘a car. 
the’ sand: of the lane past 
their’ house and: ‘announced: 


SS ee, 


‘| ‘oh—there’s «2 ‘a Deputy car. “Wonder’| 
‘| whag, happened?” : 


the. family watchea| 


convicted. without’ trial for ‘that |’ 


“Oh, | { 


| found: out. A Negro maped a. . White, 


° ~Curiously,: 
the. car*.as .it “sped: up ‘the’ lane. 
.and - -turned. down.. another road. 
They...went <back’ to their: break-; 
fast -to ‘specilate, ‘filled’ -with the: 
kind: ‘of ° “curiosity. inherent. in a 


| little. “town, where . excitement, is. a: 


novelty: As. they finished, Pearl’ 
Daniels.,-—— a: vivacious, talkative 
‘woman with. a-mind.- 100. fold fas~ | 
ter than. that’ of. her sonsaid: 


grocery.. Why don’t you-bike down 
there, for me,’ and maybe - you'll 
hear -what happened?” ~ 

' “Okay, mamia;” “Jesse ‘answered 
eagerly. “Maybe I.can get to talk: 
‘to.a Deputy ....7 5° 

. “No, son, you just:. listen,”- eau 
. tioned ° Pearl Daniels—always" she:!! 
attempted. to protect. the boy from:| 
hurt.-he -might...receive ‘from the: 


- | unkind" as, they’ Heard: ‘his speech. 


that’ révédled the ‘child contained. 
‘in*a. gangling. five. foot aD body. 


:, JESSE. PRED ie bike down! 
sthe lane to. the ‘village “heart? — 
‘its .corner grocery store—and« he, 
wheeled “beside a Deputy:car slow-. 
ly, he ‘later :told his. parents, ,He’ 


2H was ‘trying so -hard to hear the 
|: NEWS: through bits ‘of. ‘conversation: 
“|e ‘Gould: catch between ‘a “Deputy-|' 


and a villager. In the store, he did’ 
citedly:.. 

nHis: ‘mother..says. his face” bore,!, 5 
a- shocked. look when “he returned, 
pand che Was. hésitant, ‘a bit. embar-: 
/rassed, as: ‘he told .his parents:, “I: 


woman.”. 

He) said-he couldn't. hear" who it |. 
was, ‘and his’ “eyes were questioning 
as he -looked” at- his: mother. - “J 
think ~I° know: what” that. means,” 
he - blurted.’ 

His: mother, talked. t6 him ‘then, 


Jesse, A-néed..some things “at the'#2" 


shear the owner talkin'g ex-.|. 


: ‘lied: a thitik he should, : mama, ” 


SE oe, 
1T WAS ‘the next, morning ‘that 
newspapers .- around’. the ‘state 


‘quoted Sheriff Willis Vs. Mc@all | 


concerning ‘a: Suspect he,’was: hold- 
ling. . The: announcement said .the 


520, of; -Okahumpka, -and that. he 
was the: Mephew- of Virgil: Hawkins. 
of Daytona. Beach,. the’ Negro: who. 
had: been: trying ; for nine‘ years -to 

the : hool Of: ‘the. Unix, 


The . Sherift: indicated ‘the -evi+: 


saying that a’ ‘pair. ‘of: his” ‘shoes fit~ 
ted’ a. diamond : shaped . heel print 
(atthe scene. of, the: crime, and 
_jethas - ‘the suspect fitted the. de- 
scription : ‘of the ‘assailant, : ; 


And then« came: a ‘blackout - ‘of 
“news from: the, Sheriff’s office, 
‘Nothing: more was. Said'of. the rape 
ease. nor; of -Hawkins—nothing, | 
I that “is, - until a-protest “to” Gov. 
“Collins Was- registered. from ‘Tampa, 


f 'vanceriient’ of .,Colored .People..An 


i ttorney for the: ‘NAACP’ ‘declared’ 
‘Hawkins. was being:. held’ “illegally; 
with, no , formal’ -charge. against 
‘him; ‘and that he. was: ‘being held, 
‘incomimunicado.: ‘The ‘association, 


lcould: ‘not. find’ ‘6ut-even ‘if: Haw: 


Kins: were: ‘physically. allright. | 

The: Governor investigated, : and 
was:-assured © ‘by:.Prosecutor G. G. 
Oldham: Jt, that all was well, and. 


suspect: was -one: Melvin -Hawkins, | 


dence’ against. Hawkins’ was ‘strong; | 


“py. the: National “Assn. for. the. Ad-| 


Brosscuior isd: would’ ‘not say 
.{-whether ‘the’ rape. victim: had been. 
examined: by a, Physician atter. the’ 
‘crimes: 


McCall. took : 
the= case. ‘was closed, - 
* me: = oe 


1 WAS: after. this news coriters 
efice ‘that. the. ‘Sheriff went: tothe 
home, of’ ‘the: Daniels," and. -bhintly. 
-tald’ them’ their. “Son “was: ‘guilty— 
that he: had. confessed... For: Pearl: 
and Charles Daniels, this: climaxed 
:a-Week,of -tetror.in-which:the:sim=: 
‘ple life. they” “had” been * “building. 
SO securely ebbed away in the long 
‘Hours . of: waiting for: ‘Jesse. to’ be 
brought’ home, 


As. Pearl. Daniels. choked- back | 


tears. to ‘protest that her ‘son’ was 
with, ‘them: that - might, “that. che 
| couldn't ‘be. guilty,.'the Sheriff told: 
them: | “He's: guilty, all aight, Why, | 
he ‘even: told, me the: color’ of the. 
-rug on: the: staircase. going up. to 
the. -bedroom !.. And he’ described: 
the furniture. in. 

Charles. Daniels was then ‘on ‘the 
threshold: of.-70, and hé,. like his 
‘son, lacks much.‘formal education. 


But,: like his: wife, he’s, quick wit- | 
ted,” ‘and he. fired. back-at McCall: 


- “Look | here, Sheriff, ‘this” thing’}} 
“Was Supposed ‘to-have happened: in-|f 
-complete:. . darkness. You‘ said.-be- : 
cause:it’ was dark she. ‘couln’t: tel} 
‘whether it:was:a: Negro. or. a..White‘|} 
‘mah, ‘Now ‘tell:'me, how .eduld: my |! 
boy SAY. “what” color ‘the rug. pwas? |, 
Andis a man intent: ‘on: Tape’; ‘going | 


to‘ take: 


Pthat,: ; the ‘itivestigation was’ Dron 
ceeding in ‘an orderly : away.” 


“AS. FAR aa “the. Negro quarters 
of » -Okahumpka . were concerned, 
howéver, ‘there. was: little: orderli- 
“ness, Says. one’.Negro: mother: “I 
tell. you, they’ “took'~in. 33 ‘of our 
men: folk—not’ just men,. but: ‘boys, . 


-too:- “They. took: one: ‘fellow: who-has |: 


just. one: arm—an old; old man-he 
is, They. rounded’ "em up: day. aft- 


and told -him ‘what a’ terrible crime: 
is rape, and she’ added: “The man 
whos did it: will go'.to ‘the electric, 
chair, Jesse.’ 2 

Mrs. ‘Daniels déclares. her. son re~ 


eee 


gum 


Necterbas Rta 
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ee 


er day, until a body couldn’t: do 


| anything ‘but wait:for vem: ‘to: come 


pounding on thedosr.” ae 

‘A’ Testlessness bégan~<‘ to: run, 
‘through the quarters, and. 
mounted:, ‘stéadily": ‘over ‘thes: -first 
weekend: ‘after: the. .crime:, Accord- 
ing: to .reports, “it’. was - “affecting, 
Working. ‘conditions — the ‘Negroes. 


| were-: “becoming ‘sullen - -and ‘failing 
| to: show up. for ‘work.’ Fruit. ‘grow-, 
| ers depending. upon: their labor for. 


picking. quickly: before there “was. 
more .of -the  mid- Winter , ‘freeze. 
were: éported: “tobe, alarmed, a 

On: the first: ‘County: Court - “plea 


kins. was: not produced. in':: court, 
and “there--was a harried attitude 
in a. Deputy’s- brusque. response : to. 
a. question: ‘“We're: Hot aay sto; 
produee, him! yet. ae 


“THE: WEEK © 


passed | ‘with,’ no: 


Sheriff’s:, ‘office: . until” Saturduay, 
Dec. 28; when State.Atty. Oldham: 
and ‘Sheriff -McCall ‘called'.a- news 
-gonfereiice, and madethe dramatie 
announcement that-a 19: year old 
“White” youth was: -being:. held for 


-fessed: 
“The Sheriff’ ‘brushed : Loft. a ré- 
‘porter’s: questions about: evidence—}- 
“What of the: diamond ‘shaped! 
Neel print?. -What ‘about the shorts|. 
| fond ‘at the. scene?«:-He ands the |. 


it |” 


pdark 9" « 
~“McCall’s. answer was: a. "shrug 


that night, though, Jater, the Dan-', 
‘els: say,. he told them: the. boy | 


had. said he. ‘had. “imagined”. the: 


‘color of: the. rug : “because che’ had J. 


seen a. picture: of stair tread: in a: 
magag ine. . 


4 


i Cc 7 

W: N. HE: DANIELS: arrived 
-atoth ‘Courthouse ‘that: afternoon, 
they “were told ; sgruffly:, “You can 
‘see_him: ‘for, just, one’ ‘minute—but 
I warn--you.. You" ‘can’t: ‘discuss the. 
case with, him. Not’” one® ‘word, do 
you: understand?” 
p Numbly, “ ‘the ‘parents: agreed: to 
the: ‘ban, and’ they were ‘léd ‘to, the 
‘fourth’ floor’ jail, 


had. not seen: for: ‘a week. He was 
looking. vacantly: past “them” into 


day after ;the crime; Melvin: Haw-', 


oO, i ee oT 


more ° ‘announcements “from the’. 


“Space, Mrs.. Daniels says. 


‘ She. “Says. ‘she ‘presented: ‘her face |. 


‘between the = bars and -Said, - “Kiss | 
me; Jesse oh 

‘at:her.~as: though, 
stranger. .- ~ 


a 


finally. the.” ‘reached ‘over “and 
brushed’ my face: with: ‘his: lips.” I 


_Yeached.. throiigh, the ‘bars: ‘aha pat-+|, 


ted: his’ face, and* “said: “Son; we: 


‘love. you,: and: ‘it’s. ‘allright. We pew 


coe 


lieve: you, 
Mrs: : Daniels. declares, nee Was - 
grabbed from behind : ‘and: cwhirled 


around until - ‘she . almost’ ‘fell: She { 


says a. rough: voice: “shouted: “There 


the’ crime.’ ‘and that “he shad eons. Ms 
sonesons 


‘boy: again: .—-. 


left,.: Mrs, ° 
8 “flicker. -life in ‘his’ eyes, She’ 


says, ‘it’ was. a. "OOK: of fear. eee 
ee er me 


‘ the attitude. that, | 


‘the* bedroom.” *$|: 


a look.at at ; furn: ure=in : athe: | 


. There; ‘behind. ;} 
bars, stood. ‘the pathetic:-son. they | 


The: boy. ‘stared if 


ane persisted: y Kiss: me; son; ‘and 


“you’ve ' broken your “prom- | {| 
ise!:Now you-won’'t: get: to see our ft 


“Looking -back-at Her son-as: they’ {! 
iels- says “there: was'|: 


eT 
" 
re 
i wo 


i ee ‘Mrs., Charles Daniels 
~“Yalaha,” ‘Florida ic 
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9. 4 tes ‘a , 1988, , sighed by. you 
I se and your, husband, ‘addressed to Mr.. ‘Quinn Tamm ha. ‘been referred 


. ao local Bar. “Association or Legal: ‘Aid Bociety ¢ y 
may peer offer, aid without charge. : 


, a " Sincerély yours, ale Sect tree tl 


oe" John Régar Hoover es oe he - “4 
Director ee ae es 


ay : 

: : | 
i 

ay 

" 


& 
¥ 
| 
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. as e hp ries anoying ee 
uae SAW: pare, ; } nl 


Boardman : 


i 
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TRUE. COPY Q a a : Q. TRUE COPY 


Okahumpha Fla. 
Nov. 17th 1958 


Dear Mr. Tamm: 


I am taking the liberty of writing to you, and 
ask you to. please Sir read my ‘better through, 


# Sir, I am Mrs. ‘Pearl H. Daniels, the mounee of 
Jesse D. Daniels, the now twenty year old mentally retarded 
white boy being accused. of raping a neighbor in December, 
here in Okahumpha,‘ and never had a chance to prove the 
boy's. innocense. 


Please Sir Mr. Tamm, will. you inform me as to |. © . 
wheather. you, or one of your F.B.I. men could come here to. ~ 
_talk to us, the boy's. parents, and learn some true facts, 
also many gossip tales that many people believe have truth. 
in them? 
) 
There are more facts than have Besa brought out, 
‘and none.in court. . The fact of a pair of.army shorts being 
found some where on the property of rape victim, and. the 
‘two pair taken from our son, the foot tracks, and shoe 
print, none to match my son, the four sets, of finger prints 
made. from my son, and only a palm print made from the scene 
: _ of the crime, » It is well known dogs, were used to trace the 
aa negro as it was reported to be, the dogs went in the opposite 
direction.from our house, the statement-made to us by the 
sheriff, and the so called attorney we were appointed around 
the 20th. of Jan., that Jesse "pushed" open the locked - 
screen, pushed so hard until the latch fell and he crawled © 
around on the. floor to hunt it, screens do not push in; they © 
pull open, as you know. © 


Some hear say, and could es true, she was asked 

why she waited so ‘long, to call for help, and reply was she 
waited for the car to start up and leave for fear he would 
come back. Our son does not, nor ever has driven a car. 
Then a fellow we know claims he talked with a man that saw 

“is her being loaded into her station wagon the night of Dec. 17th 

; - drunk. If she-was that. drunk, one of the men must .have GEIVen: 
her home, the other came in the car to pick up the driver, ~ 
thereforeit could have been one of those men. There! Ss the- 


aes 
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tneend for you to unravel. 


Then the fuehend Joe Knowles made a brags to an a 
old man, a friend of ours that he (Joe) put up a-big bunch. °:.  ¢ 
- of money to get our boy convicted. Why? When the boy was - 
gentle,’ mannerly, shy. Worked or staid home, Never been in. 
juvenile UEOueis never sassed a eee clee or “fought: as most 
‘boys. 


It was talked around Joe, his. brother Tin,. and 
the woman's brother. all’were at the jail and questioned our 
son. We askéd the boy and he said yes, and pele him, also 
threatened awhile, cee jeered awhile. ; 


Rg. ‘Why? “Was our white boy the only white male ee 
up? And why did Merrit of the grocery store point our son 
out? “1ts may be he was afraid they (law): would check his 
son which is -about the same. age, but foolish ser ends nene out, 
in a car a lot. 


We have: over 300 names of the boy! Ss : eed that 
Have signed a caracter reference saying they do not: believe 
Jesse Daniels’ guilty of the. crime and would continue to 
trust him -if returned home. Over half are women signers, 
mothers. of girls. Jesse has been privileged to play with. 


‘ The boy is slow to think and act, but worked, -and 
-the men he worked for liked him and his work, he just is not 
well enough to work regular, and never has been called on 

.to depend on his own-judgement in big matters, but we believe fe 
he could = given a chance and. a good attorney. 


The negro boy in : Raitend in the death céll: has 
never pou questioned as to his guilt on the Knowles crime, 
and there was a great many features of the Knowles, Howard, 
and Coker’ crimes alike: We truely feel the 18 Viw O10: 
‘negro did -this one too;. knowing full well our son sat at 
our feet. a Gale with-a tey gba el Wi 20 A. M. 18th of Dec. 


BYease:: in. the name of God, and kindness of your 
i heart,and justice will’ you pieees, help us clear our son thru © 
OY we a the F. B.1.2?? se 


ee you or your’ men care to come talk to jee us 
- know the day you'll come and we will make it our pleasure | 
to be home 


Thanks Kindly, Please let us hear. 


Mr. & Mrs. Chas. Daniels 
Yalaha Fla. - 
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